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THOMAS SAY. 


No delineate the characters of 
great and good men, is undoubt- 
edly a pleaſing and important taſk; it 
appears to me alſo to be a claim which 
poſterity has upon us, inaſmuch as ex- 
emplary virtue, exhibited in conflia- 
ing life, may act in ſuch manner as to 
encourage others, who being made 
ſenſible of the excellency of their 
lives, and the good reſulting therefrom, 
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may be encouraged to follow them in 
their bright paths of ſplendid morality, 
philanthropy and religion. I wiſh not 
to paint the character of my worthy 
progenitor in very ſtrong or glaring 
colours, neither would it be proper for 
me ſo to do; but only, in a plain dreſs, 
to perpetuate the memory of one who 
may be truly ſaid to have been an un- 
common man, both with reſpect to the 
general tenor of his life, as well as his 
remarkable religious experience. I am 
ſorry to ſay, that I am not in the poſ- 
ſcion of manuſcript materials to ſur- 
niſh a regular and circumſtantial detail 
thereof, and ſhall have, in conſe- 
quence, to depend principally, upon 
memory, to exhibit thoſe things which 
may be recollected: they are as accu- 
rate as the nature of the caſe will ad- 
mit of. I wiſhed him, ſome time pre- 
vious to his death, to note in writing 


. 
ſome of the moſt important traits in 
his own. character, in order that a more + 
minute hiſtory of his life might, in a 
proper time, be produced to the world; 


but he did not appear to be inclined 
to do ſo. 


It may be right for me to mention, 
at this time, that none of his writings, 
which are contained in this work, were 
ſubmitted to the inſpection of the ſoci- 
ety of Friends, or of any individuals 
amongſt them, of which my dear parent 
was a worthy member, believing it pro- 
per, on my part, to publiſh it in the 
form in which it was left by him, un- 
mutilated by any. one. 


Some have thought, that the promul- 
gation of the doctrine of univerſal be- 
nevolence, and reftoration of man, 


might do injury at this time ; but I be- 
l . 
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lieve differently, and think that every 
foul, which can be made fully ſenſible 
of this extraordinary.divine love to the 
creation, will be a humbled creature, 
and often have to adore the great aud 
powerful condeſcending mercy and 
love of Ommpotence to itſelf, and to 
all men; and have frequently to ren- 


der thankſgiving and praiſe, as at the 


footſtool of grace and power. I hope 
and believe, that this principle will yet 


cover the earth as the waters cover the 


the ſea; “ ſo that there may be none 


found, who cannot ſay, © Come bro- 


ther, come ſiſter, &c. 


His mother was a daughter of Tho- 
mas Paſchall, by Johanna, late Sloper, 
of the city of Briſtol, in Old England, 
who married William Say at Friends 
meeting-houſe, in the city of Philadel- 


» Iſai. xi. 9. 


+) 


phia, on the 4th day of the Second 
month, 1693. His grand-father Paß. 
chall lived nearly eighty-three years, 
his grand-mother Paſchall nearly ſe- 
venty-two years, his mother upwards _ 
of ſixty, and his father, I believe, not 
quite ſo long. 

He was born in the city of Philadet- 
phia, Ninth month 16th, 1709, old 
ſtyle, and nothing material occurred, 
which has come to my knowledge, un- 
til he was bound out as an apprentice 
to William Robinſon, to learn to be a 
ſaddler and harnefs-maker, in which, 
I have often heard him ſay, he was re- 
markably active; very few of the trade, 
aſter he had acquired a complete knou- 
ledge of it, were able to work with 
him, either with reſpect to neatnefs or 
facility. | 
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His grand-father and his mother 
came from England with William 
Penn, and his father dying when he 
was five years old, his mother, after 
being a widow for a reaſonable time, 
how long I know not, married Benja- 
min Paſchall, ſo that ſhe became twice 
Paſchall. 


His parents being of a religious turn 
of mind, gave him ſuch inſtruction as 
| they conceived might contribute to the 

eſtabliſhment of a moral and religious 

character, to which he appeared ſeru- 
pulouſly- to adhere. His ſtep-father 
Paſchalb and uncle Robinſon, I think I _ 
have heard him ſay, belonged to the 
Epiſcopal church, in the principles of 
which he was therefore educated; yet, 
notwithſtanding this, he ſeemed to pre- 
fer the getting into ſtillneſs, and would, 
in conſequence, often attend Friends 
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meetings, where, he ſaid, he frequently 


found ſpirituał comfort. His aunt of- 
ten uſed all her influence, to endeavour 
to prevail upon him to continue his“ 
attention to the church, but without ef- 
fet. He was united to the ſociety of 
Friends when a young man. He had an 


auſtere maſter, aud one who kept him 


very cloſely to work. He had a ſevere 
ſpell of the pleuriſy, when about fixteen 
or ſeventeen: years of age, in which 
he had the uncommon viſion or trance; 
an account of which is contained in 


this book. After he had ſerved a faith- 


ful apprenticeſhip, - and acquired a 
competent knowledge of bis profeſ- 
ſion, he commenced buſineſs in Wa- 
ter- ſtreet, where he was burned out. 
By his own induſtry he ſoon re-built 
his houſe, being exceedingly attentive 
to buſineſs, and was a pattern of ſobri· 


ety to his day and generation. 
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He was remarkable for being exe- 
cutor to many eſtates, and guardian to 
a number of orphan children; to whom, 
| I have frequently heard him ſay, he 
| had been a faithful ſteward, and had 
nothing to reproach himſelf for; hut, 
| on the contrary, could retroſpect up- 
| on his paſt conduct with pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction; having alfo often viſited 
j the widows and the fatherleſs, in their 
| _ affliftions, adminiſtering comfort and 
ſi _ conſolation to this lighted part of the 
community. 


| He was a zealous promoter and ſup- 

| porter of ſchools for the inſtruction of 

| youth, black as well as white, believ- 

ll - ing that they were all equal in the 
Lord's eyes, and that he does not diſ- 
tinguiſn them for their colour, but 
agreeably to their virtues and the rec- 
titude of their lives; and that although _, 
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men make diſtinctions, yet it was ne- 
ceſſary to furniſh the blacks with 
ſchool-learning, that, by improving 


their underſtandings, they might make 


more valuable members of ſociety, and 


be enabled to acquire a knowledge of 


the ſcriptures of truth, by which they 


might eſtabliſh a good moral and reli- 
gious character. 


He was, for ſeveral years, one of the 


committee appointed by the ſociety of 
Friends, to attend the ſchool for the 


inſtruction of blacks, which was under 


their direction, and of which board 
he- alſo acted ; as treaſurer. 5 


1 ** was likewiſe, for 1 years, 
one of the managers of che houſe of 
employment, at the commencement of 
chat valuable inſtitution; where his per- 
ſevering attention and acts of benevo- 
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lence were manifeſtly afforded, and 
much contributed to its then eminence. 
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e 


He was allo one of the committee 


appointed to the care of the French 


neutrals, who flew to this city for re- 
fuge from Nova Scotia, about the year 
1157; and although they had the ſmall 
pox amongſt them, and he had two 
children, viz. myſelf and fiſter, who 
had. not had that diforder, yet he main- 


tained his poſt with fidelity, and dif- 


| charged his duty to them, with that 
degree of commiſeration which defig- 


' nates the Chriſtian. '' He, However, 


brought that formidable complaint 


home to his ſaid children, by which 


he was fo unfortunate + AS to loſe his 
daughter. ESR | 


He had a natural talent for medicine, 
and therefore, after he had acquired a 
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ſmall capital, by his induſtry in the 


buſineſs that he was educated in, he 
commenced apothecary and chemiſt, 


in which he continued for ' ſeveral 


years. He often gave advice to the 
poor gratis, which frequently proved 
very uſeful to them; indeed he per- 


formed many cures, which the learned 


profeſſor would not be aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge: 


If it is poſlible for any one to cure 
by the power of ſympathy, he appear- 
ed to poſſeſs that art in an eminent de- 


gree ; for there are a number of well 


atteſted caſes of wens being removed, 
and indolent tumors diſperſed 1n the 


glands of the human body, by ſtroking 


his hands over them a few times; and 
however this may be ridiculed by ſome, 


it is nevertheleſs a fact, which a num- 
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ber of living teſtimonies can be pro? 
duced to prove. 


There was a circumſtance which oc- 
curred, a few years before his death, 
of lo extraordinary a nature, and which 
ſtands fo well atteſted, as not to admit 
of any doubt; and I think that it would 
not be unentertaining to the reader, 
to relate it in this place. 


It is of a young woman, who lived 
at a conhderable diſtance from Phila- 
delphia. She had been, for ſome, time, 
ſeverely afflicted with epileptic fits, 
and dreamed one night, that a perſon 
appeared to her, and informed her, 
that if ſhe would go to the city, and 
make application to a man by the name 
of Thomas Say, ſhe ſhould be cured 
by ſuch medicines as he would pre- 
ſcribe for her, and that ſhe could not 


n 
be cured in any other way. Although 


the impreſſion was deeply made, and 
dwelled lively upon her mind, yet ſtie 


treated it only as a common dream, 


and paid but little attention to it; but 


ſome time after, the fame perſon ap- 


peared to her again, defiring to know, 


why ſhe had ſlighted his advice to her? 


She told him, that ſhe had no way to 


go to the eity, neither did ſne know 
the road, as ſhe had never been there, 
and alſo that ſne was unacquainted 
with the man: he then, ſhe thought, 


retired; and in a ſhort time returned 
with two horſes, one of which ſhe 


mounted and he the other, when they 


rode together to the city. He then ac- 


companied her to the houſe, and ſhew- 


ed her the very man. The next morn- 
ing ſhe communicated her dreams to 
fome of her friends; upon which, a 
young man attended with two horſes. 
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like thoſe that ſhe had dreamed of. 
She mounted the one that ſhe thought 
in her fleep ſhe had rode, and he the 
other; and as they went forward, ſhe 
anticipated a deſcription of the whole 
road. - Upon their arrival, ſhe recog- 
nized the houſe, and upon coming in, 
they ſaw me, when ſhe ſaid, © that is 
* © not the man.” They then aſked for 
Thomas Say, who being up ſtairs; I 
called him down, and upon his appear- 
ance, ſhe exclaimed, * This is the man 
« who can cure me.” He directly ad- 
vanced and ſhook hands with them, as 

was his uſval cuſtom: ſhe then related 
all the particulars, in my preſence, of 
her remarkable dreams. He accord- 
ingly bad ſome medicines put up for 
her, which, I was informed, ſhe took, 
and was fully and 1 reſtored to 
health. | 


ener. 
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He was very humane and bene- 


volent, frequently adminiſtering me- 


dical, pecuniary and religious aid to 
the poor and diſtreſſed, numbers of 
whom partook en, of his bene fi- 
cence. 


He was 2 remarkable pedeſtrian, 
preferring to walk generally, unleſs 
the diſtance was very great. When he 


was a young man, he had a relation. 


who reſided at fourteen miles diſtance 
(which he has often told me of) to 


whom he would frequently walk to 


breakfaſt, ſtay with them the day, and 


return home i in the evening. 


He was of ſtature about five feet, nine 


or ten inches high, thin in fleſh and 

of a clear white kin. He was uncom- 

monly temperate. both in eating and 

driaking, the firſt of which was moſtly 
b 2 
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of a ſimple nature, conſiſting of one 
diſh of meat with vegetables, and his 
drink was water, molaſſes and water, 
milk and water, aud ſuch like. 


He never uſed tobacco in any way, 
excepting for a ſhort time, being ad- 
viled to ſmoke as a remedy for a com- 

plaint which he had in his throat; but, 
5 however, it not anſwering the wiſhed 
| for purpofe, he declined the uſe of it. 
As to ardent ſpirits, he very ſeldom 
touched any of it. I think I heard 
him ſay, that during his long life, he 
thought he had not drunk a gallon of it. 


— 


He was married to Suſannah Catharine 
Sprogel on the 15th of the Sixth month, 
1734, With whom he lived fifteen years 
in harmony and good underſtanding. 
She died in a very ſudden manner; on 


the day of her death (Sabbath-day) as 
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ſhe was ſitting at the table with him, 


| the told him that ſhe wiſhed him not 


to go to meeting, as that would be the 
laſt day they would ſpend together; 
he endeavoured to reaſon her out of 
it, but in vain; he, however, yielded to 
her ſolicitations, and the ſequel proved 
her to be right, for ſhe died in a fit on 
that very day, which indeed was truly 


afflicting to him. He was left with four 


young children, having previouſly bu- 
ried as many; the particular care of 
whom devolved eſpecially upon him, 
and being a remarkably fond and in- 


dulgent parent, they were e much attach- 


ed to him. 


He married Rebecca Budd (late At- 
kinſon) widow of Thomas Budd, on the 


zd day of the Tenth month, 1753, at 


Mount-holly meeting-houſe in the ſtate 
of New Jerſey, by whom he had two 
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children, and wich whom he:fived in 4 


happy connection for nearly forty-two 
years; ſo that he lived in a ſtate of ma- 
trimony for upwards of half a century. 


He lived to be an afflicted witneſs to 


the interment of both his wives, the laſt 


having died about ten months before 
him of a very lingering ſpell of illneſs, 
and alſo of all his children but one; 
which was indeed truly diſtreſſing to 
him, being an uncommon fond and in- 


dulgent parent. 


He was remarkable for continuing, 
through his whole life, in the full poſ- 
ſeſhon of his mental faculties, and 
could, with great facility, recollect re- 
cent oecurrences as well as thoſe which 
took place in his youth; though the 
affligtions of his body wore down and 
debilitated his corporeal functions, in- 
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fomuch that a conſtitution, which 
otherwiſe appeared to be ſufficient to 
calculate upon one hundred years of 
exiſtence, was completely worn out 


ſhort of eighty-ſeven years; yet this 
may be ſaid to be a very advanced age 


at this period of the world. 


He was a great enemy to Atheiſm 


and Deiſm: his arguments and reaſon- 


ings were powerful, and, I believe, 
brought conviction to the minds of 
many of thoſe who had the pleaſure of 
converſing with him thereon. Ke 


In this place I wiſh to give a few 


ſentiments upon theſe ſubjects. I do 
not mean to enter the field of conten- 


tion, or the liſt of combatants here- 


on; but as, through the whole tenor of 


a dear father's life, they were oppoſed, 


and being myſelf early convinced of 
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their fallacy, by his frequent and 
powerful reaſoning, I wifh juſt to affix 
my ſeal againſt them, in this public 
manner; and more eſpecially anxious 
am I io to do, in this age of growing 


infidelity. 


TS... 8 | 
znacea I have very often, upon re- 
flecting a little, been much ſurprized 


to think, how any rational man can 


bring himſelf to believe in either of 


thoſe abſurdities—may I not ſay infi- 


delities—and more eſpecially in the 
firſt, of which, I charitably hope, there 
are but very few in exiſtence. Even 


amongſt the heathens, and the moſt 


unenlightened of mankind, there can» 
not be found many, I truſt, who are ſo 
hardy as io deny tbe exiſtence of a 
Great, Supreme Being, the Author aud 
Superintender of creation. 
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Even to the Athenians, who were à 
ſuperſtitious and idolatrous people, the 
apoſtle Paul ſays, As I paſſed by, and 
beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
with this inſcription, TO THE UN- 
KNOWN GOD. Whom, thexefore, 
ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare I 
unto you.“ 80 that, notwithſtanding 
their unworthy mode of worſhip, yet 
they muſt have been perſuaded, that 
there exiſted an inviſtble, incompre- 
henſible Deity, the 11 of all cre- 
ation. 


Man was formed by an all powerful 
and benevolent Creator, who endowed 


him with judgment to direct him aright 


upon this point, as well as others, and 


A faculty of | reaſoning, ſo that he may 
ſatisfy himſelf, even that this viſible 


Acts xvii. 23. 
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creation evidently manifeſts the works 
of an omnpotent hand. 


<« They lie,” ſays Seneca, © who ſay, 
© they believe there is no God: though 
« they may profeſs this confidently in 
the day time, when they are in com- 
* pany; yet in the night, aud alone, 
< they have doubtful thoughts about it.” 

© God never wrought a miracle, 
ſays Lord Bacon, © to convince Athe- 
© Um, becauſe his ordinary works con- 
« vince it.” Here we ſee the opinion 
of this enlightened philoſopher, that 
where natural reaſon and obſervation 
are properly applied to the works of 
the creation, they will infallibly bring 
conviction of an Omnipotence, to 
all thoſe who will make a right uſe of 
them.” 
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All natious and religious ſocieties 
uni verſally aſſent to the exritence of a 
Supreme Being, aud to the certainty 
of ſuture rewards and puniſhments. 
Indeed, fo forcible has this impreſhon 
been, that the conſtitutions of many 
governments preſcribe, that no man 
ſhall become a legiſlator, without firft 
giving an acknowledgment, that he 
believes in the being of a God; and 


that they muſt alſo acknowledge Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Great Redeemer and Re- 
ſtorer of mankind. 1 
He was very intimately acquainted 

with the ſeriptures, and expounded 
them in ſuch manner as to be exceed- 
ingly pleaſing to thoſe around him, ſo 
that they have often ſaid, that they ne- 
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many of them extend it fo far, as in 
America, divers parts of Europe, &c. 
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ver heard them ſo fully and latisfacto- 
rily explained. 


His deſcription of the ladder that 
Jacob dreamed of, which was ſet upon 
the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven: and behold, the angels of 
God aſcending and deſcending upon 
i it ;* was extraordinary, a recital where- 


. 


| of may be agreeable to many. 

li He ſaid, that he generally awoke an 
ll hour or two before day, from which 
| time till he aroſe from his bed, he was 
if commonly engaged in meditation; and 


at one of thoſe times this ſubje& oc- 

curred, when he was very deſirous to 
4 receive an explanation thereof, and in 
viewing it deeply, it was opened to his 
mind in a ſatisfactory manner: there 
were a number of ſevens brought to his 


® Gen. xxvüi. 12, 
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recollection, as mentioned in ſcripture, 


and it ſtruck him, that this ladder had 


ſeven ſteps, and they were named as fol- 
low, viz. add to your Faith, 1ſt, Virtue, 
2d, Knowledge, 3d, Temperance, 4th, 
Patience, 5th, Godlineſs, 6th, Brother- 
ly-kindneſs, and 7th, Charity. Theſe, 
he ſaid, we muſt aſcend, before we can 
arrive at that perfection of holineſs, 
which will fit us for the manſions of 
eternal happineſs. g 

He ſpent a great deal of his time in 
viſiting and comforting the ſick, dif- 
penſing acts of benevolence and cha- 


rity among them; being fully perſuad- 


ed, that it was better to go to the houſe 
ing. 


The uncommon affability of man- 
ners, and mildneſs of difpoſition, with 


of mourning, than to the houſe of feaſt- 
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which he was almoſt invariably poſſeſſ- 
ed, rendered him exceedingly agreea- 
ble to all his acquaintance, and a very 
uſeful member of ſociety. 


He continued in the pofſeſſion of 
his fight to the end of his days, and 
could read common ſized print during 
his whole life without the aid of glaſfes, 
although he for ſome years made ule 
of ſpectacles, believing that they might 
preferve his fight, and indeed he 
thought that he could fee better with 
their aſſiſtance. I have ſrequently ſeen 
him, even in the latter part of his life, 
gn his name to mſtruments of writing 
with eaſe, without the uſe of his ſpecta- 
cles, holding his head about the ſame 
diſtance from the object that a mid- 
dle-aged man would. 


%% 


His ſenſe of hearing appeared to be 
the moſt impaired, yet he could hear 
common converſation, if delivered with 
a clear, diſtin, uninterrupted voice. 


He was, for a long time, much re- 
deemed from the world, and when any 
connection, or intimate friend, appear- 
ed to him to be very anxious for the 
accumulation of worldly riches, he 
would take occaſion to adviſe them to 
be careful not to injure the ſpirit 'of 
truth in their own breaſts, but to labour 
to acquire thoſe inviſible riches which 
will work for them eternal happineſs; 
and that it was his opinion, that they 
ought to endeavour to attain to that 
ſtate of perfection experienced by the 
apoſtle, who ſays, © Aud having food 
* and raiment, let us be therewith con- 
* tent;” * and even then, having their 
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hands to the plough, they ought to have 
their hearts to the Lord. 


He had many very ſevere and dan- 
gerous [pells of ilineſs, was much ſub- 
ject to the cramp for many years, often 
being attacked with it 1n his breaſt, 

which would even very frequently pre- 
vent his breathing for a ſhort time; in- 
deed, I have ſeen him lay as though 
dead, without reſpiration, for perhaps 
two or three minutes at atime, and then 
wake up to undergo the ſame awful aud 
heart-rending ſtate again, which would 
be repeated for one, two or three days 
at intervals: he was alſo exceedingly 
afflicted with a calculous complaint, for 
ſeveral years before his death, which 
induced, him to lead a very domeſtic 
life: he was likewiſe very much affect- 
ed with a ſevere and extremely painful 
kernia, With all theſe dreadful diſ- 


orders was he ſometimes attacked, in a 


"T3 


moſt violent manner, at the ſame time, 


ſo that he was often heard to pray, 


4% Oh Lord, if it be thy will, fuffer this 
bitter ep to paſs from me, yet not 


* my Will, but thine be done in me and 


e upon me.“ At other times, Oh 
« Lord, ſupport me that I may not 
* murmur at thy diſpenſations, but give 
* me ſtrength to bear them with pati- 
% ence and reſignation to thy bleſſed 
will.“ And in one very ſevere ſpell 
he ſaid to this effect, When I conſider 
„what my dear Saviour, the immacu- 
“late and unoffending Lamb, went 
** through, when in this world, for me 
and his whole creation of man, I 
<« feel my afflict ions difpenſed to me in 
great - tenderneſs, and with a light 
* and merciful hand, which cauſes my 
* cup as to overflow with thankſgiving 
* and praiſe.” For ſeveral months be- 


fore his death, he appeared to be un- 
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commonly free in converſing with re- 


bgious characters, upon the wonderful 
benevolence, and powerful mercy of 
God, in his intentions, eventually to 
confer upon all men eternal happineſs, 
but that a juſt and proportioned puniſh- 
ment awaited all thoſe who died in their 
ſins, which he thought was one of the 
greateſt and moſt dignified attributes 
of the Deity. If, indeed, this was and 
is deſigned, what other power, either 
in heaven or in earth, can poſſibly pre- 
vent its being finally and fully accom- 
pliſhed, or in the leaſt avert this bene- 


ficent intention of Omnipotence? He 


continued in this belief to the laſt mo- 
ments of his life, and then could truly 
fay, with an eminent one formerly, “1 
* have fought a good fight, T have 
cc fiaiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
«© faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
« me a crown of righteouſneſs, which 


* 
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« the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall 
„give me at that day: and not to me 


* only, but unto all them alſo that love 
* his appearing.* - 


A few hours before his death, he 
ſpoke after this manner, that he was 
about dying in peace with all men, and 
hoped, in a very ſhort time, through 


the merits of his bleſſed Redeemer, to 
enter into thole peaceful manſions, 


which are prepared for the virtuous 


and the good. He then took leave of 


his friends about him in a ſolemn 


though deliberate manner, and ſaid, 
that he hoped none would gneve for 


him, as he was about leaving a very 
afflicted mortal body for a more glori- 
ous ſtate of exiſtence, eternal in the 


heavens. He departed in a very tran- 


quil, eaſy frame of mind, and I have 


2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 


TY 


no doubt, made a triumphant entry 
into the manſions of the bleſſed. 


I think 1 may truly fay, © That hav- 
ing glorified his Redeemer on earth, 
* he will, probably, be as a ſtar of the 
* firſt magnitude in heaven. He will 
* ſhine with brighter beams, be reple- 
* niſhed with ſtronger joys, in his 
Lord's everlaſting kingdom.” 
TIEN zap r 

« Let the pobr, Nahe paſs by his grave, 
e“ point at the little ſpot, and thankfully ac- 
„ knowledge-— There lies the man, whote 
© unwearied kindneſs was the conſtant relief 
ce of my various diſtreſſes ; who tenderly vi- 
« ſired my languiſhing bed, and readily ſup- 
ce plied my indigent circumſtances How of- 
ff ten were. his counſels, a guide to my per- 
e plexed thoughts, and a cordial to my de- 

« jeced ſpirit!” | Bl 
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FA OD being the Creator of all 
G things, muſt, as their com- 
mon Father, have reſpect to all his 
offspring. Fe or, being altogether 
free from the imperfections under 
which our nature labours at pre- 

ſent, he muſt be totally devoid of 
the partiality „ which is too evident 
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in moſt parents to one or more 
of their offspring in preference to 
the reſt, few of thein eſteeming 
all their children alike. Now this 
being confeſſed to be a weakneſs 
in parents, it would be a ſort of 
blaſphemy to attribute it to the 
all perfect Deity. 


{ know that moſt people, who 
ſpeak or write concerning the diſ- 
penſations of God to themſetves, 
do it in ſuch a manner, as to give 
others reaſon to conclude, that 
they eſteem themſelves the pecu- 
Har favourites of HEAVEN, there- 
by attributing that partiality to 


185 Gop which they find in them 


ſelves, not conſidering that what 
is imperfeRion in them can ne: 
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ver be adored as a perfeQion in 
the Deity. 


Since this way of ſpeaking is 
not, nor cannot be true; and as 
it is diſguſting to many, for few 


can bear to hear that their neigh- 
bours are more highly favoured 


of God than they are; I think 
it expedient to ſhew my opini- 
on, and by afew reaſons make it 


appear, that the ways of God are 


altogether without reſpect of per- 


ſons: and confequently, though 
his dealings may ſeem particular- 
ly kind to me, as in reality they 
are, yet, God, who is the Father 


of all, equally loves all his crea» 
tures. . 
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The apoſtle John, when ſpeak- 
ing of God, repreſents him under 
the two characters of light and 
love. God,” ſaith he, „ is light, 
and in him is no darkneſs at all.” 
Now. if we conſider. him under 
this character, he will appear al- 
together impartial. If God is eſ- 
ſential eternal light, the fountain 
out of which all temporal light 
flows, then he cauſes bis light to 
ſhine on the evil and the good, 
without reſpect of perſons. Again 
(faith the apoſtle) God is love,“ 


and that his love is univerſal is 


certain, for he has impreſſed the 
ſenſe of it ſo deeply on the hearts 
of all men, that every one is oblig- 


ed to acknowledge his goodneſs 


to himſelf, whatever he may of it 


* 


(% 


to his neighbours. Now it could not 


be that God would impreſs a ſenſe 
of his goodneſs and love on the 
heart of every man, if he was not 


good and loving to every man. 


Neither would all nations of men, 
nor {eQs of Chriſtians, characteriſe 
him with the name of great and 
good, which all nations have done, 
unleſs he were ſo to them. So that, 
from the conſent of all nations, 


we may conclude, that God is 


loving to every man, and that his 


render mercy is overall his works. 


It is plain from the hiſtory of 1 
all nations, who have written of . 


themſelves, that the ſame cauſes 


which have raiſed one nation to 


glory and renown, have never 
failed to raiſe every other nation 


£ 
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to the ſame, or to an equal pitch 
of glory, as often as they have 
uſed the fame means. And it is 
allo certain, that the ſame vices, 
which have funk the glory of one 
nation, have alfo ſunk. the glory 
of all other nations that have been 
guilty of them; therefore in this 
the ways of the Lord are equal. 
Now though we have not ſo clear 
evidence from hiſtory of the fact 
being ſo with regard to particular 
perſons ; yet, that the matter is 
ſo, I think, cannot well be doubt- 
ed, ſince God, who is but one un- 
changeable Being, can have but 
one unchangeable way of dealing 0 
with his creatures, whether they 
be many or few; and if nations 
equally guilty, equally feel his 


4%) 


rod, ſo muſt the particular perfons 


of which theſe nations are conſti- 


tuted, The thing is founded in 


nature, and therefore cannot be 
otherwiſe; for vice, wherever it is, 
is by univerſal experience found 
to be tormenting, and to be equal- 
ly io where the crimes are equal. 
There is an awe and dread which 


purſues the guilty, and like a worm 


preys upon them, and never de- 
ſiſts as long as guilt is found in 
their boſoms; ever verifying that 


declaration of God by the Pro- 


phet, . There is no peace, ſaith 
my God, to the wicked, and 
indeed ſo I find it. 


* 


Human laws, it is true, and 
other circumſtances altogether 
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providential, often take hold of 
one man, and outwardly afflict 
him, while they let another eſ- 
cape equally guilty; but it is not 
fair to conclude from thence, that 
their puniſhments are in reality un- 
equal. Nay, I believe that experi- 
ence will evince the contrary to be 
moſt certainly true, namely, that 
VICE TRIUMPHANT is as miſera- 
- ble, as vr ck under the penalty of 
human laws, or any other outward 
afflictions. Many examples might 
be alledged as proofs of this truth; 
let one ſuſſice for” the preſent. N 
A Par e ER weiß Men 
Dionyſius, the tyrant of Sicily, 
in all his SPLENDOR, while yet 
trivmphing in his wickedneſs, 


a 


complimented him as the happieſt 
man in the world. | Dionyſus, to 
convince him of his miſtake, in- 
vited him to a royal dinner, the 
table being ſpread in a moſt ſplen-— 
did Hall, 4 and A moſt luxurious | 
dinner ſerved up in a royal man- 
ner. The philoſopher was ſeated 
in a chair (to partake of the de- 
licadies) over which hung a ſword 
with its point downwards, faſten- 
ed to the ceiling by a ſingle hair; 
notwithſtanding the dinner was 
furniſnhed off with all the pomp 
and magnificence of majeſty, the 
philoſopher could enjoy nothing 
Dionyſus aſked bim, Do you 
now: feel happy? To whom th 2 
philoſopher anſwered, « The fear 
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t 
ef the ſword, which hangs over 
my head, hath deſtroyed the re- 
| liſh of the whole banquet, and in 
the midſt of all the magnificence 
and ſplendor with which J am ſur- 
rounded, I feel perfectly miſera- 
ble. Well then,” ſays the ty- 
rant, the tonſ{ciouſneſs. of my 
crimes renders me as miſerable in 
the midſt of my royalty: ſo that 
thou who yeſterday compliment- 
edſt me as the happieſt of men, 
magrel} to-day be convinced that 1 
am the moſt. miſerable.” Now 
a any viſible diſtreſs or ee 
ment inflicted by the hands of civil 
law, equal the torment which the 
tyrant felt inflicted from that con- 
ſcience or light within, which is 
given to all men indiſcriminately, 


* 
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and which, as it came from God, 
mult of neceſſity do his work, re- 
proving and correcting every man 
for his tranſgreſſion, and that ac- 
cording to each man's wickedneſs, 
as well as the tyrant mentioned, 
Since God has repeatedly declar- 
ed, that the love of the world is 
the death of the ſoul, and ſince 
it is univerſally experienced by 
the poſſeſſors of riches, that the 
increaſe of them is no increaſe of 
happineſs, there can be no proof 
of partiality drawn from the deal- 
ings of God in this eaſe, as riches 
or the want of them are equal- 
ly nothing in the ſcale of bliſs. 
Vet ſome may object to what 1 
have ſaid, by alledging that the 
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who doubt of what I have ſaid, 


1 


moſt wicked are the moſt inſen- 


ſible, and feel the leaſt from 
their GUILT: to whom I anſwer, 
though the caſe be ſo for the pre- 
lent, yet It will not always be ſo; 
ſenſibility will one day ſpring up, 
and repay into his boſom the 
whole of his tranſgreſſions. More 


cogent reaſons for what I have 


aſſerted here, are no where to be 
found than in the Book of Deu- 
teronomy 29th and 3oth chapters, 
part of which I will tranſcribe for 
ſuch as will not read the whole, 
which I would recommend to 
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for no part of it is ſo complete as 
the whole. cc Leſt there ſhould. 


be among you, man or woman, 


or family, or tribe, whoſe heart 


Nee 
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turneth away this day from the 
Lord our God, to go and ſerve 
the gods of theſe nations; leſt 
there ſhould be among you a root 
that beareth gall and wormwood ; 
And it come to pals, when he hear 
eth the words of this curſe, that 
he bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſay- 
ing, I ſhall have peace, though I 
Walk in the imagination of mine 
heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt; 
The Lord will not ſpare him, but 
chen the anger of the Lord and his 
jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt that 
man; and all the curſes that are 
written in this book ſhall lie upon 
him, and the Lord ſhall blot out 
his name from under heaven. And 
the Lord ſhall ſeparate bim unto 
evil, out of all the tribes of Iſrael, 


1 


according to all the curſes of the 


covenant, that are written in this 


Book of the law: So that the ge- 


neration to come of your children 
that ſhall riſe up after you, and the 
ſtranger that ſhall came from a far 


land, ſhall ſay, when they ſee the 


plagues of that land, and-the fick- 
nefſes which the Lord hath laid 
upon it; And that the whole land 
thereof is brimſtone, and ſalt, and 


burning, that it is not ſown, nor 
beareth, nor any graſs groweth 


therein, like the overthrow of So- 
dom and Gomorrah, Admah and 
Zeboim, which the Lord over- 
threw in his anger, and in his wrath: 


Even all nations ſhall ſay, where- 


fore hath the Lord done thus unto 
this land? what meaneth the heat 
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of this anger? Then men ſhall 
ſay, becauſe they have 'forſaken 
the covenant of the Lord God of 
their fathers, which he made with 
them, when he brought them 
forth out of ' the land of Egypt: 
For they went and ſerved other 
gods, and worſhipped them, gods 
whom they knew not, and whom 
he had not given unto them: And 
the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt this land, to bring upon it 
all the curſes that are written in 
this book: And the Lord rooted 
them out. of their land in anger, 
and in wrath, and in great indig- 
nation, and caſt them into ano- 
ther land, as at this day.” Here 
is ſeen the certainty of what I 
Om dos 
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l have ſaid; it is no matter whe- 
ll ther the Jews be the nation that 
l tranſgreſs, or the Gentiles, both 
ll hall fare alike, The Jews com- 
li 


| _ mitting the ſame ſins with the na- 
ts tions around them, ſhall ſhare in 


* their PLAGUES. + A tribe, a fami- 
| ly, a ſingle woman or man, though 


hardened even to inſenſibility, in 
iniquity, yet ſliall not eſcape; but 
the Lord ſhall give him a trem- 
bling heart, failing of eyes, and 
ſorrow of mind, and his life ſhall 
hang in doubt before him, and he 
ſhall fear day and night, and have 
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none aſſurance of this life. In 
the morning he ſhall ſay, Would 
to God it were even,” and at 
even he ſhall ſay, Would to 
God it were morning,” for the 
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fear of his heart, wherewith he 


ſhall fear, and for the light of bis 
eyes, which he ſhall ſe. | 


Sin is a diſeaſe under which the 
human nature labours, and as 
ſuch is conſtantly repreſented in 
SCRIPTURE, being ſignified un- 
der the types of à leproſy, a 

burning plague, a wound, a bruiſe 


and a putrifying fore ; and indeed Ly 


if we ſaid, that as Scripture. 
makes outward ſores. and diſeaſes 
the types and figures of fin, ſo in 
reality they are. nothing but the 
outbreakings or different manifeſ- 
tations of this one ſole and grand 
_ diſeaſe, we would affirm a moſt 
certain truth : for it will be allow- 
ed by all, that diſeaſe was never 


2 


(20 


known, but where fin was firſt 


known: therefore ſin is truly and 


naturally the root or mother of 
all diſeaſe, arid that ſorrow, pain, 
anguiſh and trouble are as natu- 
ral and neceſſary effects of fin ; 
as joy, peace, pleaſure and hap- 
pineſs are of a continual and un- 
interrupted obedience to the will 
of God. As the qualities of all 
fruit are generated in, and pro- 


ceed from, the TREE which pro- 


duces them ; ſo all diſeaſes, hay- 
ing their nature, eſſence, and 


qualities from ſin, muſt in every 
ſymptom manifeſt ſome quality of 


the root. Now all diſeaſes are 
accompanied with a degree of 


Pain equal to the degree of the 


diſeaſe; and to conclude that a 
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man will feel pain according to 
the degree of his diſeaſe, is a moſt 
irreſiſtible truth : and yet no more 
true than to fay that a man ſhall 
be unhappy according to the de- 
gree and nature of his fins, ſince 


the bitterneſs of the root muſt of 


neceſſity be communicated to the 
fruit. True, many of thoſe diſ- 


eaſes which are the daughters of 


| fin, may be ſo violent as for a 
time to deſtroy ſenſibility, yet this 
is a ſymptom of its deſperateneſs, 


and not of the contrary; and ſo 
it is with the man that is harden- 


ed in fin even to inſenſibility; they 
are both founded in nature, and 


ſo are cauſes that produce as cer- 


tain and invariable effects as any 
others whatever. 
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When God formed man, he 


conſtituted his nature ſuch, that 
nothing but a perfect ſubjection to 
the Divine will (which in Scrip- 
ture is termed righteouſneſs) could 
conſtitute his bliſs or happineſs; 
and hence it is ſaid, that ** Light 


is ſown for the righteous, and joy 


for the upright in heart.” Light 


and joy, peace and happineſs are 
Jown in the very ground, and 


bottom of nature, for the righte- 
ous, and for none elſe: and there- 
fore, whoever he be that doth 
righteouſneſs, he is joyous, he is 


peaceful, and he is happy; be he 
Jew or Gentile, Turk or Chriſti- - 
an, black or white, bond or free; 


for God reſpecteth no man's per- 


ſon; but in every nation, he 
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that feareth God and worketh 


righteouſneſs is accepted of him, 
Again, as nothing but righte- 
ouſneſs. can conſtitute a man's 


happineſs ; ; ſo nothing but fin can 


conſtitute his miſery. Darkneſs 
and ſorrow being as deeply ſown 
in the nature of things for ſinners, 
as light and joy for the righteous ; 
ſin and righteouſneſs are exact 


contraries, and ſo produce as 


contrary effects: and hence the 
fame God who declares, that 
peace is ſown for the righteous, 
has alſo declared, that the ſoul 
that ſinneth, it ſhall die, be it 
who it may, for God excepterh 
no man; but he that ſinneth with- 
out law, ſhall alſo periſh without 


law; as certainly as he that ſin- 


OL 
nerh in the law ſhall be judged by 
the law. Now in all this, God 
is impartial, and none can ſay un- 


to him, what doeſt thou or why 
dealeſt thou thus ? 
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| Sorrow you ſee wholly and 
| ſolely ariſes from our departure 
from God, or in other words, is 
| cauſed by ſin; and not from any 
arbitrary infliction of the Deity, 
or wrath that ariſes in God upon 
our committing ſin; or which 
was unknown to him before, and 
which he can diſpenſe with at 
pleaſure, loving one while he 
commits ſin, and hating another 
| whois no more guilty than the one 
N he loves. Far be ſuch contradic- 
| tions from the Deity, and as far + 
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be it from 1 us to think ſo meanly 


of God. 


Moreover, joy ariſes, as I ſaid 
before, from 0BFDIENCE ALONE, 


and not from any arbitrary infu- 


ſion thereof; theſe things are 
founded in nature and are as irre- 
verſible : for whatever God found- 
ed in nature at firſt, was founded 
according to his own nature, and 


he can no more reverſe them than 


he can change his own nature: 
therefore they are unchangeable, 
and muſt have their effect where- 
ever 1 are found. 


Now though! the ming is fo 
founded in nature, both reſpecting 
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{in and righteouſneſs, and though 
there is but one medicine in na- 


ture, which can effect the remo- 


val of fin, and ſorrow, its conſe- 
quent, viz. the name and power 


of Jeſus Chriſt revived in man by 
the effectual operation of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, deſtroying all earthly 
paſſions and luſts, and ſubduing 


human nature to that degree, 


chat! it will be its. proper food, life 
and nouriſhment, to do the will of 
its heavenly Father, and to walk 


in that ftraight path of righteouſ- | 
| nels, | which leadeth in endleſs 


peace and joy for ever more. 1 


ſay, though this is the only reme- 


dy, yet God uſes various ways to 
bring men to che knowledge 7 


© 


(# ) 


their diſeaſe, and alſo to the 
knowledge ant acceptance of the 


ure. 


This variety in the diſpenſations 
o: God to his people, is what, 
by many ſects, has been brought 
forward as a proof of his par- 
tiality to one part of his crea- 
tures, and which they found in an 
original decree of God before all 


worlds, to ble% and make happy 


one part of his offspring, in pre- 


ference to all the reſt, whom 


he has everlaſtingly rejected; but 
what in reality (for the following 


reaſons) appears to me to; be the 
only proof of his IMPART ALITY f 


or * Univerſal love. ee 


1 
> 


17 * 
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6 
Though all men are in a degree 
| like to one another, yet differ as 
much in the internal frame and 
ſtructure of their minds as in 
the external lineaments and com- 
ll plexions of their bodies; men's 
tempers varying as much as their 
faces, which gave riſe to that pro- 
verb, viz. as many men, ſo many 
minds. If God then will make 


man partake of the goodneſs he 
„ has in ſtore for them, he muſt of . 
| _ neceſſity uſe the means beſt adapt- 


ed to the accompliſhment of his 

_ deſigns: as much, therefore, as 
their. tempers, capacities, conſti- 
tutions, and other circumſtances, 
differ; ſo much muſt the means 
he uſes differ; ſo that what at 
firſt ſight might be deemed par- 


n 
tiality in God, will, upon this ſe- 
cond view of the matter, appear 
the height of impartiality, uni- 
verſal love and conſummate good- 
neſs. As a ſkilful and tender phy- 
ſician will adminiſter a gentle pur- 
gative to one patient, while he 
preſcribes a wrecking emetic to an- 
other, and as a maſterly and know- 
ing ſurgeon will apply a lenitive 


- plaſter to one ſore, while he uſes 


inciſions or inſtruments of ampu- 
tation to another, and in both 
caſes equally loving to their pati- 
ents; even ſo, God, the great 
and incomprehenſible, moſt tender 
PHYSICIAN and SURGEON, uſes 
different means to accompliſh the 
cure of that diſorder, $1N,' un- 


der which men labour, according 
105 e 


01 
to the different degrees thereof : 
and the charge of partiality is in- 
tinitely more unjuſt when applied 
to the diſpenſations of God to his 
| creatures, than when applied ro 
the ſurgeon or phyſician, becauſe 
in one caſe they uſe a lenitive, 
and in another a corroſive; a 
charge which never entered into 
the head of any man in his ſenſes to 
draw up againſt them: yet, ſtrange 
| it is, they have drawn it up againſt 
[| God, the good, the wiſe, and 
4 righteous God, who is the Father 
of all fleſh, as he himſelf declar- 
eth. All fouls are mine,“ faith 
the heavenly Father, “ s the 
ſoul of the father, ſo the ſoul of 
the ſon is mine. All are his off- 
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ſpring, and cherefore equally ſhare 
his paternal affection, and when- 
ever he deals differently with 
chem, it is becauſe. their condi- 
tions require it, and his love will 
not deny what they ſtand in need 
of, though they may judge hard 
of him while under the operation, 

and others may imagine it the ef- 
fect of diſregard. This is mani- 
feſt in the caſe of Job and his 
friends; both judged amiſs reſpect- 

ing God and his ways.; but behold, 
in the end it appeared, that all his 
works were done in mercy, that 
his ways were in wiſdom, that he 
was a God of ase and that 
juſt and right Was he. 5 


Ca) 


Time would fail me to tell of 


Joſeph, of Daniel, of Shadrach, 
Meſhach, and Abednego, and of 
all the prophets, how that God's 


particular ways with them, prov- 
ed not only a great ſalvation to 


themſelves, but as great to the 
whole world befides: all which 


would tend to render the doctrine 
of the univerſal impartial love of 
God indiſputable. Yet one caſe, 


which has been much miſrepre- 


ſented, I will relate, hoping that. 


therein it will manifeſtly appear, 
that the moſt contrary diſpenſa- 


tions of God are equally the et- 


fect of his unchangeable love to 
the ſubjects of them. What I 


ſhall relate is the caſe of two dif- 
ferent perſons, and two different 


(n) 


nations, wherein it will appear, 


from the expreſs declaration f 


God, that notwithſtanding the 
ways he took with them were ve- 
ry different, and that men have 


imagined his deſigns to have been 


as different, yet he accompliſhed 


one and the ſame good in both _ 


theſe different methods. . 


The two different perſons are 


Moſes and Pharaoh, and the two | 


nations or people are Egyptians 


and Iſraelites, at the time of the 


latter's ns out af E 5 Pe. | 


God. raiſed. up Moſes. to WORE 


captaly: and leader, and armed 


him with miracles of terror and 
diſmay, that he might the better 


(i 36: ); 


accompliſh his deſigns of bringing 
the Iſraelites out of Egypt. He 
alſo raiſed up Pharaoh; and en- 
| dowed bim with a degree of hard- 
| heartedneſs ſufficient to withſtand. 
|; the miracles of Moſes, until the 
deſigns of God were accompliſh- 
ed, and then he ceaſes to with- 
ſtand, and the good deſigns of 
God have their effect. wn 
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Here then are two perſons and 
alſo two nations, under the di- 
vine operation: and at firſt ſight 
the one ſeems to be highly fa- 
voured, and the other as highly 
deſpiſed... In favour of the one, 
| be ſhows ſigns and wonders, which 
threaten. confuſion and deſtructi- 5 
on to the other. Moſes is faiſed 
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with a ſoft, gentle and pliant 


heart, willing 10 obey ; the! com- 


mands of the Lord, -though ever 


fo difficult; Pharaoh with a heart 


full of ſtubbornneſs and cruelty, 


and hardened to ſuch a degree, 


that he is hardy enough to aſk, 


who is the Lord that I ſhould 
obey him! Now, as J ſaid before, 


the only poſſible way of man's 
recovery from ſin, is by a deep 
and feeling ſenſe of his own wick 
edneſs, and by as deep and feel- 


ing a ſenſe of the name and pow- 


er of Jbsus CRHRISTH, whois the 
only true Son of God and our Rx- 


oDREURR, of both which the Jews 


and che Egyptians were at thla:at 
time entirely ignorant. Therefore 
God firſt raiſed up Pharaoh with a 


( 36 ,) 
heart as hard as ſteel, who by the 
cruelty wherewith he oppreſſed 
the Iſraelites, forced them to 
turn to, and ſeek after, their 
God, whom ate had ſo Ty for- 
ſaken. | 


See then, by the inftrumentali- 


ty of PHARAoOH, and his hardened 
heart, the one nation is brought 


to acknowledge and ſeek after 


God, the fountain of bliſs: They 
are made to cry unto him, and he 


hears their cry, for he always 
hears the cry of the needy. And 


here the goodneſs of God did not 
ſtop, but as the Egyptians and 
other nations had reaped little or 


no advantage as yet by PHARAOEH 
and his hard heart, he ſends Mo- 


ai 
ſes to them; ; and having clothed 
him with means as effectual to their 


conviction, as Pharaoh's hardneſs | 


was to the Iſraelites, he accom- 


pliſhes the ſame: ſo that, by 


means widely different, he accom- 
pliſhes one and the ſame end. 


Both nations being hereby made 


ſenſible of the name, nature and 
power of the only living and 
true God, and alſo to ſeek after 


him; for it is moſt likely, that the 
ſame means, which brought Pha- 
raoh, who muſt be acknowledg- 
ed to be the moſt ſtubborn of the 


Egyptians, to acknowledge his 
© own wickedneſs, and beg of Moſes 
to pray to God for him, did alſo 
i all the Ae as to make 
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the ſame acknowledgment to God 
themſelves, and to ſeek his help; 
which cry was undoubtedly heard 
by the Lord of hoſts; and not 
only the Egyptians, but the whole 
earth, partook of this advantage 
by their means, as the Apoſtle, 
who knew the councils of God, 
as well as any others whatever, 
has poſitively declared, that the 
chooling of the Jews at this time, 
was the ſalvation of the Gen- 
tiles. 65 


And I with juſtice affirm, that 
the hardneſs of Pharaoh's heart 
was as neceſſary to the accom- 
pliſhing the great and good de- 
 Ggns of God to the world at that 


* Romans xi. 


0 1 
time, as the miracles of Moſes ; 
nay, in reality, Pharaoh was the 
Arſt of the two employed in the 


work: therefore, where we read 


that God raiſed up Pharaoh and 


hardened his heart, we read alſo; | 
that for this very purpoſe he raiſ- 


ed him up, viz. to ſhew his power 
in him, and make his name known 


throughout all the earth; being 


\ 


the very ead for which he raiſed 


up Moſes and all the PROTHETS, 


notwithſtanding they act in very 


different characters. Let no man 


{top me here, and object to this, by 


ſaying, that God drowned the 


: Egyptians in the Red Sea, while he 
cauſed the Iſraelites to paſs on ſafe- 
ly; for if he does, T willanſwer, that 
God overthrew thoſe very Iſrael- 
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ites, whom he carried ſafe through 


the Red Sea, in the wilderneſs, 
deſtroying them with as great a 


deſtruction there, as he did the 
Egyptians in the Red Sea: and I 


moreover add, that thoſe Iſrael- 
ites and thole Egyptians, who 


fell, had lived as long upon earth 


as the diſpenſations of God, in 


this world, could benefit either 


of them ; and therefore they were 


both carried into another ſtate, 


and more effectual diſpenſation, 
where they will in the end receive 


the adoption of ſons: for when 


God ſhall bring again the cap- 


tivity of Sodom and her daugh- 
ters, and the captivity of Samaria 
and her daughters, then will he 


bring again the captivity of theſe 
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captives in the midſt of them: for 
he will remember his covenant 


with them, in the days of their 


youth, and will eſtabliſh unto them 
an everlaſting covenant ; making 
them partake, by thoſe more pow- 
erful D1SPENSAT IONS, of the fame 
good, which their children and 


the whole world received by the 


diſpenſation which de death 
to them. 

After this manner reaſons the 
apoſtle in his epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, mentioned above. While 
he beautifully opens the myſtery 
of the divine goodnels, in the dif- 
ferent diſpenſations of his Pro- 
vidence, he concludes, that the 


chooſing of the Jews would, in | 
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( 42 ) 
the end, prove the ſalvation of 
the Gentiles; and again, that the 
chooſing of the Gentiles would 
end in the ſalvation of the Jews 3 
and that God had concluded all 
in unbelief, that ay night have 
mercy upon all; * thus making 
their Fall in turns prove the riſing 
of both; thereby ſhewing incon- 
teſtably, that bis ways are not as 
our ways, neither are his thoughts 
as our thoughts ; but as the hea- 
vens are above the earth, ſo are 
his ways above our ways, and his 
thoughts above our thoughts, 
making what we think ends in 
damnation to land in ſalvation: 
therefore, let no man henceforth 
judge after the appearance, but 
| judge righteous judgment. 

* Rom. chap, x1. 
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Now my defire is, that men 


would accuſtom themſelyes to 
view the diſpenſations of God in 
this light ; which if they did, they 
would be conſtrained to cry out, 
with the apoſtle, Oh, the height 
and the depth, the length and the 
breadth, both of the knowledge 
and wiſdom of God! how un- 
ſearchable are his councils, and 


his Ways paſt | finding out ! And | 


th ey | W ould | alſo reap this advan- 


tage a i it, that they would be 


enabled to poſſeſs their ' ſouls in 


PATIENCE under all the diſpenſa- 


tions of God to them, -and with 
a certain BEGGAR, Whom I have 


read of, be made t6 bleſs God as 


much for ſending pain and diſtreſs 
upon them, as for ſending peace, 
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eaſe and plenty; as knowing, with 


the utmoſt certainty, that when 
he rains fire and brimſtone upon 
them, it is out of as great love, 


and does as great good to them, 
as when he rains manna, each be- 


ing the higheſt . they are then 


capable of. 


) 


And now having ſhewed, by a | 


tew arguments, that the variety 
of God's diſpeuſations to man is 
alone the effect of his univerſal, 
omnipotent, and never ceaſing 
love to his creatures, and which, 


in the end, muſt and will accom- 
pliſh the ſalvation of all men, eſpe- 


cially of thoſe that believe.* 
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I now come to mention a few 
of his dealings to me; as none can 
by this time judge, „that I tell them 
to make others belleve that his 
kindneſs is greater to me than to 
others; but rather as an encour- 
agement to all to truſt in the 
Lord at all times, and not to lean 
to their own underſtandings: for 
as God is undoing in a myſtery of 
love and goodneſs, all that the 
myſtery of iniquity has and does 
work, as the apoſtle ſheweth, ſay- 
ing, the myſtery of iniquity doth 
already work ; only he who now 
letteth, will let, until he be taken 
out of the way, and then ſhall _ 
that wicked (one) be revealed, 
whom the Lord ſhall conſume 
with the ſpirit of his mouth and 
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ſhall deſtroy. with the brightneſs 
of his coming.“ Therefore truſt 
in the Lord, who letteth and will 
let until the wicked one be reveal- 
ed, and then his deſtruction will 
be certain and ſudden, as well as 
thy ſalvation; for the Lord's an- 
ger endureth but a moment, in 
his favour is life, weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy com- 
eth in the morning. 


The myſtery of iniquity is ſo 
great, that the whole world (as 
the apoſtle John faith) lieth in 
wickedneſs ; but if it be great, 
the myſtery 0! godlineſs is as 
Os tor, * the SR de- 


# 


* 2 Theſſal. uu. 7, 8, 9. ns Fu Pfal. _ [ 


(47 ] 
clares : All nations whom thou 
haſt made ſhall eome and worſhip 
before thee, O Lord, and ſhall 
glorify thy name. 


—— — 


_* Pfal, IXXxVi. 9. 
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IT is not my intention to enu- 

- merate all the particulars of 
God's great goodneſs and mercy 
to my ſoul in the way of regene- 
ration, for this would be endleſs; 
but only a few, wherein he, by an 
outſtretched arm, and great pow- 
er, delivered me from the enemy 
of man's ſalvation, THE DRAG ON, 
whoſe tail drew the third part of 


the ſtars of heaven,* and caſt 
E 


* Rev. xii. 4. 
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them to the earth. I have found, 
by ſad experience, this roaring 


lion, in the ſubtle workings of my 


imagination, attempting to de- 
{troy me with the like deſtruction, 
by infuſing into my mind falſe and 
unjuſt notions of God aud his 
ways, and ſtriving to make me 
walk by that rule. This is one 
of the moſt ſucceſsful methods 
whereby he deyours the ſouls of 


the unwary and heedleſs; for when 


once he has impregnated their ima- 


ginations with wrong conceptions 


of things, they are eaſily made to 


ſwallow error for truth, and truth 


for error, to take darkneſs for 


2 light, and light for darkneſs. How 


evident is this in thoſe numerous 
multitudes, whom he hath ſo far 
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blinded in their underſtandings, 
as to preach to others, that the 
light which checks men for ſin 
is not the illumination of God's 
ſpirit, but another ſort, which 
they call the light of a natural 
conſcience. But let ſuch as be- 
lieve ſo, and perſuade others to 
follow their example of faith, be 
perſuaded to recollect, and deeply 
conſider, the words of our Lord 
and Saviour, when caſting a devil 
out of one that was dumb: ſay 
the Phariſees, this fellow doth not 
caſt out deyils, but by Beelzebub, 
the prince of the devils. And 
Jeſus knew their thoughts, and 
laid unto them, Every. kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf 1 is brought to 
deſolation; and every city, or 
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houſe, divided againſt itſelf, ſhall 
not ſtand. And if ſatan caſt out 
ſatan, he is divided againſt him- 
{elf ; how ſhall then his kingdom 
ſtand? * So ſay I; if our fallen 
nature condemns the works of our 


fallen nature, it is divided againſt 
itſelf, how ſhall then our fallen 
nature ſtand? For, if God be at 
work to redeem fallewnature, and 
fallen nature itſelf attempting the 
ſame, it cannot be eternally with- 
out aredemption, which is a thing 
they cannot allow. 


Wo unto them that call evil 
good, and good evil; ſaith the pro- 
phet Iſaiah, chat put darkneſs for 
Ught, and light for darkneſs; that 
put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet 


* Matt. xil. 24, 25, 26. 
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for bitter. * Let any one tell 
| againſt whom this wo can be 

pronounced, if not againſt thoſe 
who aſcribe the operations of the 
ſpirit of God to be the darkneſs 
of our fallen nature. Such ap- 
pear to me to be wiſe in their 
own eyes, and prudent in their 
own fight, giving that honour to 
their own nature which is due to. 
God alone, againſt whom there 
is a wo pronounced.. 

Now, my fellow travellers and 
dear companions, my prayer is, 
that all of us may mind the teach- 
ings. of God's ſpirit upon our own, 
fouls, and no more callthat divine 
light, which reproves us for ho, 


the light of nature. 
i oe. 
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In the morning of my youth, 
while I yet knew but little of the 
evil nature of fin, the Lord was 
pleaſed, by his divine light and 
holy ſpirit in my heart, to create 
a fear and terror in me when I 
did evil. And being often invited, 


by my young companions, to go 
to places of mirth and diverſion, 


I ſometimes yielded to their ſoli- 


citations; but, in the ſilent hours 


of my retirement, and when I 
was upon my bed, the following 
queſtion aroſe in my mind; how 
haſt thou ſpent this time? To 
which the reprover in me made 
anſwer, Not according to the 
mind and will of God; for, when 


thou followeſt thine own will and 
pleaſure, thou knoweſt, that thou 


(93) 
diſpleaſeſt God. Thus, when my 
actions were brought to the light, 


found that it manifeſted of What 


ſort they were, and when they 
were evil, I was reproved there- 
by. Thus the Lord, by his good 
ſpirit, wrought in my beart, keep- 
ing me in fear of offending againſt 
that ſmall meaſure of the light of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that is the true light, 
which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.“ This is 
that light, which ſetteth our fins in 
order before us, which, if we obey 
and follow, we will find a deli- 
verance from all fin; but, if we 
reject and refuſe that divine light, 
we cannot receive Jeſus | Chriſt 
himſelf, as he has aſſured us in 
the ſcriptures of truth, who ſaid, 


* John, i. 9. 
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Verily, verily, I ſay unto. you, 
he that receiveth whomſoever 1 
ſend, receiveth me, and he that 
receiveth me, receiveth him that 
ſent me. This light of heaven 
is that meaſure of the ſpirit given 
to every man to profit withal, 
and muſt be received in 81MPL1- 
CITY, SINCERITY, and INN O- 


CENCE of HEAKT, before we can 
profit thereby; but whoſoever is 


humble, attentive, and obedient 


thereunto, will profit unto eternal 


life; for God reſiſteth the proud, 


but giveth grace to the humble. 
This is the comforter, promiſed 
by our Lord, f who reproves men 
for ſin, ' and who, as I find, re- 
proves me for the ſame, begetting 


* John, ü. 20. T John, xvi. 7, 8, 9. 
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in me a fear and dread, when 1 
do evil, and peace and joy, when 
J am thereby enabled to do well. 


The holy ſpirit of God having 
wrought in my young and tender 
heart, in order to turn me to 
righteouſneſs, begot in me aſtrong 
deſire to read the Holy Scriptures, 
with which I conſtantly complied, 
reading but little in any other 
book: at the ſame time, a ſtrong 
inclination to ſerve God aroſe 
within me; and finding it com- 
manded in ſcripture, to be obedi- 
ent to our parents in the Lord, 
for it is right; to honour thy fa- 
ther and mother, which is the firſt 
commandment with promiſe ; ſer- 
vants be obedient to them that are 
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„ 
your maſters according to the fleſh, 
with fear and trembling, in ſingle- 
neſs of your heart, as unto Chriſt.* 
Finding theſe things commanded 
in ſcripture, I began to do them 
with all my might; thus judging, 
that if I did not, the Lord would 
not receive me into his reſt. In 
this manner was I employed for 
ſome years, ſtriving to purchaſe 


my ſalvation by outward compli- 


ances, with what I (from reading 
the ſcriptures) thoughr to be the 


mind and will of God: not know- 


ing that there is an inward free- 
dom from fin, which the so 


gives to ſuch as follow him, and 


which, if we do not attain, we 


ſhall remain children of the bond 


*. 1. Kph. vi. 1, 2, f. 
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woman (notwithſtanding our out- 
ward obedience to the command- 
ments) and ſo cannot obtain part 
of the inheritance with the chil- 
dren of the free. But I was not 
permitted to continue long in this 
| are; for the devil, that roaring 
lion, who goeth about,  ſecking 
whom. he may devour, was per- 
mitted to ſift me, which he did ſo 
thoroughly, for the ſpace of two 
or three years, that my confidence 
in the out ward obſervance of the 
_ commandments was altogether 
overturned, proving inconteſtably 
that the foundation was fandy, 
iince the houſe built thereon could 
not ſtand the form. The TEMP- 
TATION was fo heavy, that it 
rendered me altogether incapable 
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46 
of reading the ſcriptures, and 
made me almoſt doubt whether 
there were a God, a Chriſt, or a 
future ſtate; ſo that my days were 
days of ſorrow, and my nights, 


nights of mourning; and my life 
was a trouble, and death a terror. 


So I travelled along in the wilder- 


neſs ſtate, ſeeking reſt and finding 


one. 


Under this diſpenſation I came 
to ſee that the faith I had in God 
the Father, Son and Spirit, with- 
drew their light. Behold, ſaith 
Iſaiah, the day of the Lord com- 
eth; cruel both with wrath and 


fierce anger, to lay the land de- 


ſolate; and he ſhall deſtroy the 
ſinners thereof out of it; for the 


{ * 


ſtars of heaven, and the conſtella- 
tions thereof, ſhall not give their 
light; the ſun ſhall be darkened in 
his going forth, and the moon 
ſhall not cauſe her light to ſhine. 
And I will puniſh the world for 
their evil, and the wicked for 
their iniquity : and I will cauſe 
the arrogancy of the proud to 
ceaſe ; and will lay low the haugh- 
tineſs of the terrible; (that the 
Lord ſaid he would do) and make 
a man more precious than fine 
gold; even a man, than the gold- 
en wedge of Ophir. * Therefore 
1 can ſay, in the language of Ho- 
fea xiv. 9. who is wiſe, and he 
ſhall underſtand theſe things? pru- 


dent, and he ſhall know them? 


for the ways of the Lord are right, 
F | 


* Taiabh xiil. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
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| and the juſt ſhall walk in them: but 
[| the tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. 


IJ was apprentice to William 
| Robinſon. Many were the ways 
I and methods I took, in order 
| to get rid of my evil thoughts 
1 and melancholy meditations. I 
| frequently uſed to ſtretch myſelf 
| 
| 


i along upon a bench, viewing and 
ll counting the ſtars; and it often 
| aroſe in my mind, If there be 
i no Divine Being, whence came 
thoſe ſtars? And why ranked in 
ſuch order? And who made all 
things? Theſe ſerious and expoſ- 
1 tulatory meditations cauſed me to 
q ſigh deeply, and tears to flow down 
| my cheeks, while my ſoul inward- 
| ly cried and ſaid, Oh! if there be a 


( 03 ] 
God, let me know it before it be 
too late. At laſt I concluded, that 
to believe there was a God and a 
future ſtate, and to ſtrive to obey 
him, could not hurt me; but if I 
ſhould die in a ſtate of unbelief, 
and find a God, my ſtate would 
be bad, nay, moſt miſerable in- 
deed. Here it pleaſed the Lord to 
work upon me according to the 
riches of his goodneſs, and under 
thele conſiderations to beget a de- 
ſire in me to know him, and a long- 
ing to be reconciled to him, and 
he to me. At length he viſited me 
with a ſickneſs called the pleuriſy 
(being about the age of ſixteen 
or ſeventeen) in which Icontinu- 
ed for ſome time, in extreme an- 
guiſh and torment, both of bo- 


(. @ ) 
dy and mind. Sometimes a ſmall 
glimmering hope of mercy ſeem- 
cd to revive me a little: at other 
times I was almoſt in deſpair. 
Thus 1 continued for nine days: 
the fifth and ſeventh days being 
_ exceeding thirſty, I cried out to 
my mother, and faid, Oh! that 
TI could get my thirſt quenched 
for a moment, before I go hence, 
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i that I might enjoy a moment 's hap- 
| pineſs; for J am afraid that if it is 
4 not quenched here, it will not be 
* quenched hereafter: (ſo deplora- 
ble was the ſtate of my foul at 
that time, expecting to die every 
moment.) My ſpeaking in this 
manner, made my mother burſt 
into tears, and ſay, Why ſpeakeſt 
thou in this manner? If chat is 


22222 r. 8 erer eee, rr ͤ ⸗ ef er yy 2 


E 


thy ſtate, what will become of 
the world? 


None but God knew the diſ- 
treſſed condition of my poor foul 
at that time. Bur here the Lord 
ſhewed me that he opens riyers in 
high places, and fountains in the. 
midſt of the valleys: that he 
makes. the wilderneſs a pool of 
water, and the dry land ſprings of 
water, &c.* For the Lord's an- 
ger endureth but a moment, in 
his favour is life; weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy com- 
eth in the morning. Wherefore 
glorify ye the Lord in the fires. 
For, he will ſwallow up death in 


victory ; and the Lord God will 
„ 
* Iſaiah xli. 18. 53 pfal. Aux. 5. 


[9 
wipe away tearsfrom off all faces, 
and the rebuke of his people ſhall 
he take away from off alltheearth: 
for the Lord hath ſpoken it.“ 


On the ninth day, between the 
hours of four and five, I fell into 
a trance, and ſo continued until 
about the hour of three or four the 
next morning. After my departure 
from the body (for 1 left the bo- 
dy) my father and mother, Su- 
ſannah Robinſon and others, who 
watched me, ſhook my body, felt 
for my pulſe, and tried if they 
could diſcern any remains of life 
or breath in me; but found none. 


Some may be deſirous to know, 


whether I was laid out or not: I 
* Tkiah &xiv. 15, and xxv. 8. 
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found myſelf, when I opened my 


eyes, laid on my back in my bed, 
as a corpſe is on a board; and I 
was told, after I got better, the 
reaſon why they did not lay me 
on a board, was, becauſe my mo- 
ther could not, at that time, find 


freedom to have it done: then 
they ſent for Dr. Kearſley, who 


attended me, to have his opinion. 
When he came, he felt for my 


pulſe and found none, nor any. 


remains of life in me, as he told 
them; but as he was going away, 


he returned again, and ſaid, that 


ſomething came into his mind to 
try further; he then defired ſome⸗ 


body to get him a fmall looking- 


glaſs, which Catharine Souder, 
- Who lived with my father, pro- 


(00 7 
cured ; the Doctor laid it on my 
mouth for a ſhort time, then took 
it off, and there appeared on the 
glaſs a little moiſture ; then the 


Doctor ſaid to them, If he is not 


dead, I believe he is ſo far gone 
that I think he will never open 
his eyes again; but I would have 
you let him lay while he continues 
warm, and when he begins to 
grow cold, lay bim out. 


This they told me, 1 1 


turned into the body, at which 
time I inquired, why ſo many ſat 
up with me, not knowing that 


they thought me dead. Upon 
hearing me ſpeak, they were all 
very much ſurpriſed, the ſecond 


time I ſpoke, they all roſe out of 
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their chairs, and when I ſpoke 
the, third time, they all came to 


me. My father and mother in- 


quired, how it had been with me? 
 anfyered and ſaid unto them, I 


thought I had been dead, and go- 
ing to heaven; and after I left the 


body, I heard, as it were, the 
voices of men, women and chil- 
dren, ſinging ſongs of praiſes un- 
to the Lord God and the Lamb, 
without intermiſhon, which ra- 


yiſhed my foul, and threw me iu- 


to tranſports of joy. My foul 


was alſo delighted with moſt 
beautiful greens which appeared 
ro me on every ſide, and ſuch as 


never were ſeen in this World; 
through fhele I paſſed, being all 


clothed in white, and in my full 


% 
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thape, without the leaſt prmIiNu- 
TION of parts. As] paſſed along 
towards a higher ſtate of bliſs, I 
caſt my eyes upon the earth, 
which I ſaw plainly, and beheld 
three men (whom 1 knew ) die. 
Two of them were white men, 
one of whom entered into reſt, 
and the other was caſt off. There 
appeared a beautiful tranſparent 
gate opened ; and as I and the one 
that entered into reſt, came up to 
it, he ſtepped in; but as I was 
ſtepping in, I ſtepped into the bo- 
dy. When [I recovered from my 
Trance, I mentioned both their 
names, at the ſame .time telling 
how i ſaw them die, and which 
of them entered into reſt, and 
which did not. I ſaid to my 


n 


mother, O that I had made one 
ſtep further; then I ſhould not 
bave come back again, After I 
told them what I had to fay, I 
defired them to ſay no more to 
me, for I {till heard the melodi- 


ous ſongs of praiſes; and while ] 
heard them, I felt no pain; but 


when they went from me, the 
pain in my fide returned again, 
for which I was glad, hoping 
every. ſtitch would take me off, 


and longing for my final change. 


After I told them of the death of 


the three men, they ſent to ſee if 


it was ſo; and when the meſſen- 


ger returned, he told them they 


were all dead, and died in the 
rooms, &c. as I told them; up- 
on hearing it, I fell into tears, 
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and ſaid, O Lord, I wiſh thou 
hadſt kept me, and ſent him back 
that was. in pain; after which J 
ſoon recovered from my ſickneſs. 


The third was a negro, named 
Cuffe, belonging to the Widow 
Kearny, whom I ſaw die in the 
brick kitchen, and when they 
were laying him on a board, his 
head fell out of their hands, when 
about ſix inches off the board; 
which I ſaw plainly, with the 
other circumſtances of his being 
laid out, &c. for, N. B. the walls 
were no hindrance to my ſight. 
Though the negro's body was 
black, yet the ſoul was clothed 
in white, which filled me with 
greater joy than before, as it ap- 
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peared to me a token of his ac- 
ceptance ; which has brought to 
my mind that text of ſcripture, 
which ſays, Likewiſe joy ſhall be 
in heaven over one ſinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine juſt perſons which need 
no repentance.* And if joy over 


one ſinner that repenteth, what. 


muſt there be over many: 


Though I was filled with more 
joy upon ſeeing the negro on his 

way to happineſs, yet I was notper- 

mitted to ſee him fully enter into 


reſt ; but juſt as I thought myſelf 
| about to enter into reſt, came 
into the body: wan. 
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Some think the negroes have 
no ſouls to be ſaved; what ſaith 
the Lord? Behold, all ſouls are 
mine; as the ſoul of the fa- 
ther, ſo alſo the ſoul of the ſon is 
mine; the ſoul that ſinneth it Hall 
die.“ Therefore the ſouls of the 
negroes are the Lord's, as well 
as the ſouls of the whites; for 
God made them all, and made 
nothing but what he loved, and 
for his own glory, to glorify him; 
and there is no reſpe& of perſons 
with the Lord ; let them be Jew 
or Gentile, bond or free, male or 
female, they are all one in the 
Lord. When Chriſt preached to 
his diſciples and ſaid, that ſervant 
which knew his Lord's will, and 


* Ezekiel xviii. 4. 
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prepared not himſelf, neither did 
according to his will, ſhall be beat- 
en with many ftripes. But he 


that knew not, and did commit 


things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be 


beaten with few ſtripes. * So the 
Lord ec e his creation, man- 


kind, to bring them to glorify 
him; for which they were made: 
ſo that the promiſe of the Lord, 
made to Abraham, ſhould be ac- 


compliſhed, he called him, bleſſ- 


ed him with a promiſe of Chriſt, 
and ſaid to him, In thee ſhall all 
families of the earth be bleſſed. 


Some time after my recovery, 


the widow Kearny, the miſtreſs 
of the negro man, ſent for me, 


0 Luke Wi. 47, 48. 4 Gen. xii, 5 
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and inquired, whether I thought 
the departed ſpirits knew one an- 
other? J anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, and told her, that I ſaw her 


negro man die, whilſt I was a 


corpſe, She then aſked me, Where 
did he die? I told her, in her 


brick kitchen, between the jamb 


of the chimney and the wall, 
and when they took him off the 
bed to lay him on the board, his 
head {lipped out of their hands: 
ſhe then ſaid, ſo it did; and aſk- 


ed me, if I could tell her, where 


they laid him: I informed her that 


they laid him between the back 


door and the ſtreet door : ſhe ſaid 


that” ſhe did not remember any 


thing of that; I told her he laid 
there whilſt they ſwept under the | 


Cy 4 
window, where he was after- 
wards placed: fhe then ſaid, ſhe 
remembered it was fo, and told 
me that ſhe was fatisfied, and had 
reaſon to believe, what ſhe often 
thought, that it was ſo. 


Theſe men, upon inquiry, were 
found to die at the very time I 
faw them; and alt the circum- 
{tances of their death, were found 
to be as I related them. As 
ſome may be deſirous to know 
how, and in what hape, thoſe 
dead appeared to me; I would 
ſatisfy their deſire, by telling, 
them, that they appeared each in à 
complete body, which. I take to be 
the ſpiritual body, ſeparated from 


the earthly finful body. They 
4 2 Ip 
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Were alſo all clothed, the negro 


and the perſon who entered into 


reſt, in white, and the other, 


who was caſt off, had his garment 
ſomewhat white, but ſported, I 
ſaw alſo the body in which each 
lived when upon earth, and alſo 
how they were laid out; but my 


_ own body I did not fee. The 


reaſon why I neither ſaw my own 
body, nor entered fully into reſt, 1 
take to be this, hat my ſoul WAS not 
ouite ſeparated from my body, as the 
others were; though it was fo far 
ſeparated, as to ſee thoſe things, 


and to hear the ſongs of praiſe 
before mentioned. 


Now ſome may think that the 
dead know not. each other; to 


P 
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whom I day, did not Dives 
know both Abraham and Laza- 
rus, though afar off?“ 


Some years after, I was tempt- 


ed afreſh with the ſame wnbehief, 
which continued for ſome YEARS: 
So induſtrious was the devil in lay- 
ing his ſnares to get an advantage 
of my ſoul. At one time the 
temptation was ſo ſtrong, that I 
thought I ſhould certainly fall 
thereby; whereupon my ſoul cri- 


ed out, and ſaid, O Lord! ftretch 


forth thy hand, and faye me, or I 
periſh! Which made the enemy 
fly away (or depart from me) in 


the twinkling of an eye. When 


i came home 1 related, in eve- 


mn 


Luke xvi. 19. &c. 
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ry particular, how ſeverely I 
was beſet, ſaying within myſelf, 
Lord, if thou doſt but preſerve 
me from this temptation, can 
never be beſet with any other ſo 
hard. Nevertheleſs, one morn- 
ing, ſome time after, before my 
eyes were open to behold the 


light of the day, or I well awake, 


and my heart and thoughts turn- 


ed towards heaven, I was at- 


tacked, and tempted to curſe God 
and die, which continuing for 
three mornings fucc eſſively, alarm- 
ed me very much, and made me 
cry out, O Lord, guard my ſpi- 


rit, and ſave me in the hour of . 
temptation! 


„ 


In the year 1740, as I ſtood in 
my parlour, with my back to the 
fire, it pleaſed the Lord, by his 
gloriouſly manifeſting light, to ſet 
my fins in order before the view 
of my mind; but not knowing 
then that it was the Lord, I was 
-preſſed almoſt to the earth, with 
the burden of them. Next morn- 
ing, before I aroſe from my bed, 
he opened my underſtanding fo © 
far, as to make me perceive, that 
it was that, goodneſs and mercy, 
which wounds only that it may 
make a more perfect cure, which 

had done that, in order to diſco- 

ver to me my ſtate by nature, that 
with the greater 1MPORTUNITY, 
EAGERNESS and HUMILITY, I 
might ſupplicate his mercy and 
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forgiving love. He alſo brought 
to my REMEMBRANCE the former 
temptations wherewith I Was 
tempted, and how he delivered 
me out of them; whereupon my 
ſoul cried out, Lord, thy arm 
hath ſaved me. Then it was ſaid 
unto my foul; Thoſe fins which 
thou committedſt, I have brought 
to judgment, and they ſhall no 
more be remembered againſt thee. N 
This cauſed great joy and peace 
to ſpring up in my ſoul, and made 
me aſſured, that though ſorrows 
endure for a night, yet joy an 
ariſe in the morning, 5 

Some time FOR this, a dark- 
neſs overſhadowed my mind to 
ſuch a degree, that I began to 
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fear that I muſt have blaſphemed 
God, otherwiſe I could not be 
left in this condition, This dark- 
neſs continued ſo long, that it 
brought me to with I had been 
any beaſt of the ficld, or any creep- 
ing thing upon the earth (even 
a ſnake) which God calleth not to 
judgment. But here the merci- 
ful, the loving and gracious God, 
did not leave me long to lament 
my exiſtence ; - for, he appeared 
in the ſtorm, letting me know, 
that he thus dealt with me to 
make me more ſenſible of my mi- 
ſerable ſtate, when ſhut out of his 
divine and holy PRESENCE; and 
alſo, that I ſhould glory in no- 
thing, ſave in the croſs of our | 
Lord and Saviour, JE8Us CHRIST 3 
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ſuch a degree, that I began to 


1 
forgiving love. He alſo brought 
to my REMEMBRANCE the former 
temptations wherewith I was 
tempted, and how he delivered 
me out of them; whereupon my 
ſoul cried out, Lord, thy arm 
hath ſaved me. Then it was ſaid 


unto my foul; Thoſe fins which 


thou committedſt, I have brought 
to judgment, and they ſhall no 


more be remembered againſt thee. 


This cauſed great joy and peace 


to ſpring up in my ſoul, and made 


me aſſured, that though ſorrows 
endure for a night, yet joy ſhall 
ariſe in the morning. 


Some time after this, a dark- 
neſs overſhadowed my mind to 


CW 
fear that I muſt have blaſphemed 
God, otherwiſe I could not be 
left in this condition. This dark- 
nefs continued ſo long, that it 
brought me to with 1 had been 
any beaſt of the ficld, or any creep- 
ing thing upon the earth (even 
a ſnake) which God calleth not to 
judgment. But here the merci- 
ful, the loving and gracious God, 
did not leave me long to lament 
my exiſtence ; for, he appeared 
in the ſtorm, letting me know, 
that he thus dealt with me to 
make me more ſenſible of my mi- 
ſerable ſtate, when ſhut out of his 
divine and holy PRESENCE; and 
alſo, that I ſhould glory in no- 
thing, ſave in the croſs of our 
Lord and Saviour, JESUS CHRIST; 
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becauſe, when I am weakeſt, then 


he is ſtrong. Here 1 Was made 
to adopt the language of the pro- 


phet, I will praiſe thee: though 


thou waſt angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thou 


comfortedſt me. Therefore with 


joy ſhall ye draw water out of the 
wells of ſalvation.“ os 


At another time, it was im- 
preſſed ſtrongly upon my mind, 
for ſome months together, that 1 


ſhould be viſited with a fit of ſick- 


neſs near unto death. This cauſ- 
ed me to cry mightily, both day 


and night, unto the Lord, to pre- 
ſerve and keep me, in the hour of 
trial and of death. At the ſame 


* Ifaiah xii, 1, 3. 
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time, there aroſe a deſire in me to 
know the myſtery of the trinity, if 
the Lord would pleaſe to reveal to 
me, how Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt are three in one. Soon after 
this, I Was viſited with the yellow 
fever (in the Eighth month, called 
Auguſt, 1741) in 'which I was 
given over by the doctor and all 
that ſaw me; being ſpeechleſs 
for the ſpace of two or three days, 
and unable to take any nouriſh- 
ment, ſave a ſmall matter out of 
a tea- ſpoon to moiſten my throat, 
though all the while I remained 
in my perfect ſenſes. During 
thoſe days in which I was depriy- 
ed of my ſpeech, my deſire of 
knowing the myſtery of the Fa- 

ther, Son and - was ſatisfi- 


CW) 


ed. For there was preſented to 


my view a large ſquare place, 


the length and breadth whereof 


were equal: and I beheld in 
the midſt thereof, a throne as 


clear as chryſtal, and brighter 


than the ſun at noon-day. All 


around the throne, there appeared 
to be ſeats raiſed one above an- 


other, how many I know not. I 


alſo beheld many placed upon 


theſe ſeats, and raiſed one above 
another, according to their ſeats, 
which appeared to be the heaven- 
1y hoſt. Inthe midſt of the throne, 
I ſaw a body of light and glory; 
and J ſaw another body of light, 
proceeding. or extending into 
this body, which was in the cen- 
tre, which filled the whole hea- 


„ 

vens, and all the heavenly hoſt, 
and was that whereby they were 
enabled to join in endleſs ſongs of 
praiſe for ever more. And J heard 
a voice ſay unto me, The Lamb, 
© who 1s in the midſt of the throne, 
«« feeds them; fo that they ſhall not 
* hunger any more, neither ſhall 
« they thirſt any more; and there 
** 75 no need of the light of the ſun 
0. ſhine in it, for the Lamb is the 
light thereof.” And methought 
I ſaw one ſtream of light extend- 
ing into this body of light, and 
paſling through it into the hearts 
of all men univerſally. 

This light appeared as univerſal 
as the fun at oon day. And I heard 
a vaice ſpeak unto me and ſay, 
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Behold this light which thou ſeeſt 


exrending from the Father, through 


me (the light proceeding from the 


body in the midſt of the throne, 


which filled the whole heavens and 


heavenly hoſt) inta the hearts of 
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all mankind, is the light which 


checks men for ſin when commit- 


ted, and warns them, by fears 
and dreads, when they are about 
to commit it. And if they 
obey the ſame, and are led 


thereby, it will lead them to 


me ; for it came from me, and 
then they ſhall find peace with 
God (for out of Chriſt, God is 
a conſuming fire.”) And I 


heard the ſame ſay unto me, 
That one ſtream of light, which 
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thou ſeeſt, is of the Father, * 
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„am the Son, and this light, 
«© which proceeds through me 
from the Father into the hearts 
„ of all men univerſally, is the 
«+ Spirit, which are one and the 
« ſame light. Here thou ſeeſt in 
part the .myſtery of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt.” And! 
anſwering ſaid, Lord I ſee it: and 
my heart and ſoul were filled 
with joy, to ſee that the Lord, in 
His infinite goodneſs and mercy, 
was pleaſed to reveal, in part, to 
me, what ] ſo much deſired, and 
alſo the, way he hath caſt up for 
the, righteous and ranſomed to 
walk in . as 


And now let. me entreat you, 


ny dear brethren, who think that 
3 e 


( go ) 


the light which reproves men for 
ſin, is the light of a natural con- 


ſcience, and who teach others to 
believe the ſame, to confider this 


matter; in ſo doing, ye teach 
them to deſpiſe it, and become 
di ſobedient to their only Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; they, there- 
by, believe the operations of the 


light of heaven, to be the dark 
workings of the degenerate na- 
ture; and light is put for dark- 
neſs, ſweetneſs for bitterneſs, and 


God himſelf is taken for the apoſ- 


tate ſpirit ; for all our works are 


done in and by one of theſe two 


ſpirits; and if they are not done 
in and by God, they mult be in 
and by the devil. Only conſider 
theſe few paſſages of ſcripture, 


N 

which cannot be broken, and be 
convinced of your miſtake: God 
ſaid, let there be light, and there 
was light ; And God ſaw the light, 
that it was good.“ Here you ſee 
light, that it immediately pro- 
ceeded from God, and was, by 
him, pronounced good, And it 
the outward light of this world 
came from God, much more the 
internal light, of the ſoul: nay, 
Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf is called that 
light by the apoſtle John, who 
calls him, that light which light- 
eth every man that cometh into 
the world. | And, in another 
place, the ſame apoſtle, who, be- 
ing the beloved diſciple, had as 
good an opportunity as any, to 


* Gen. i. 3, 4. 11 John 1, 9. 
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know the revelations of God, and 
cannot be ſuſpected of giving a 
falſe or mean repreſentation of 
him, ſpeaketh on this wiſe; This, 
then, .is the meflage which we 
have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and 
in him is no darkneſs at all.* 
Darkneis is not from God, but 


from the evit one ; and, therefore, 


all darkneſs and its works are re- 
proved by the light, and the dark- 
neſs hates the light. The nature 


of all light is to manifeſt darkneſs 
and its works, and to expel them ; 


for it has no nature but that of 
him from whom it came. Now, 


as it came from God, it can have 
no nature but his, nor do any 


* 1 John i. 5. 
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work but his work; for God 
gvieth nothing from himſelf, but 
what is in himſelf. Light, there- 
fore, all light, as it came from 
God, ſoit doth the works of God; 
for that which God ſendeth, doth 
God's works; and it will, in 
the end, return to God, when it 
hath finiſhed its work, that is, 
when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall have deli- 
vered up the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther, that God may be all in all: 
for, Jeſus Chriſt muſt reign, until 
he hath put all enemies under his 
feet; The laſt enemy that ſhall be 
deſtroyed is death, viz. As inn 
Adam all die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all 
be made alive. Then ſhall be ſung : 
that anthem of triumph, by all 
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the once degenerate, but now 
renewed, part of the creation: 
O death! where is thy ſting? O 
grave! where is thy victory? The 
ſting of death is fin, and the 
ſtrength of fin is the law; But 
thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Je- 


fas Chriſt. * 


Let no man think this, or any 


other DECLARATION, of Jeſus 


Chriſt, being an univerſal and com- 
plete Saviour, to be any inroad 
to iniquity, or encouragement for 
men to continue in fin ; for, who- 
ever concludes ſo, muſt be alto- 


gether ignorant of the nature of 


SIN and SALVATION. 


® x Cor. xv. 25, 26, &c. 
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That we may the better under- 
ſtand what ſin and ſalvation are, 


it will be neceſſary for us, firſt to 


underſtand, in ſome degree, what 


God is, and what we are our- 


{elves. God is love; one un- 
changeable and never ceaſing love; 
for whatever elſe may change, 
yet he abideth the ſame unchange- 
able love, who can never ceaſe 
to be love, nor ever do any thing 
bat what is the effect of love; for 


love only can do and rejoice in 


the works of love, as is fully 
ſhown in the apoſtle's deſcription 
of it, Now we are the offspring 
of God;* and therefore our true, 
original and perfect nature, muſt 
be love. And every thing beſides, 


* Acts xvii. 29. 
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be it what it will, muſt be contra- - 
ry to our nature, and do for us, 
what pain, ſickneſs, poiſon, miſe- 
ry and death do. Hence our Sa- 

viour ſays, that all the law and 
tbe prophets hang upon this law 
of love; which is the law of God's 
nature and of all his offspring, 
whether they be angels or men. 
The apoſtle alſo, who underſtood 
well the counſels and laws of God, 
ſays, that he, who loveth, hath 
fulfilled the whole law: he hath 
done that, which all the law and 
the prophets came to aſſiſt him in, 
and therefore is returned to his 
original nature and element, from 
whence, by tranſgreſſion, or by 
deviating from this law of love, 

he fell, and became ſubject to pain, 
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diſeaſe, miſery and death. For 
all theſe are the nature and ne- 
ceſſary conſequents of fin, and 
no arbitrary infliction of the God 
of love. No; puniſhment is not in- 


flicted upon his creatures by this 


God of love; but wholly and ſolely 
ariſes from themſelves, as often 
as they tranſgreſs againſt him: for 


he, having conſtituted their na- 
tures like his own, their puniſh- 


ment ſprings from their couſtitu- 
tion, whenever they act contrary 
to the law of love. God made 
all chings for himſelf (faith the 
wiſe man:) therefore nothing but 


a full enjoyment of him in them- 


ſelves can make them happy. As 


ſoon then, as any CREATURES turn 


their deſires from this full enjoy- 
na | 
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ment of God, to the enjoyment 
of any other thing, they ſepa- 
rate the love of God from them- 
ſelves; in which their life and hap- 
pineſs conſiſted, and bring that 


Into them, in its room and ſtead, 
which is their poiſon and death, 


Here grows that tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, of which, 


if a man eat, he ſhall ſurely die; 
not by any outward infliction of 


God, but becauſe he hath poiſon- 

ed himſelf. And to ſay, that God 
inflicts death upon a man for 
drinking poiſon, or that he drowns 
him for throwing himſelf into- the 
river; neither of which conſe- 
quences could have followed, if 
God did not, out of reyenge or 


vindictive juſtice, inflict the ſame, 


1 
is as true, as to 875 that God 
puniſhes his creatures for ſin. In 
both caſes, the creature departs 
voluntarily out of his own element, 
or takes into his conſtitution what 
is CONtrary to it, and {o muſt abide 
by the conſequence which in both 
is certain. 


For, in the caſe of ſin, they 
having ſeparated themſelves from 
the love of God, wherein con- 
ſiſted their ſupreme and never 
ceaſing. happineſs, fall under the 
anguiſhing ſenſibilities of nature, 
devoid of all bliſs; and ſo be- 
come the prey of their own ſelf- 
tormenting nature ; and, being 
ſtretched on the rack of an un- 
falling exiſtence, they fall into 
_ the moſt excruciating tortures and 


\ 
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torments, and awaken in them- 


ſelves that worm which dieth not, 


and that fire which cannot be 
quenched: but which muſt burn 
in rage and torment, until it hath 
burnt up and deſtroyed all that 
poiſon and death, which, upon 
their departure from God, they 
brought into themſelves (as it was 
with me, which you may read in 
page 63, &c.) And thus being freed 
again from all that ſelf arrogance 


and high mindednefs, into which 


they were fallen, they feel that 
humility and lowlineſs of heart, 


| which ſeeks after and finds the 
love and light of God: and then 


the worm which dieth not, and 


the fire which cannot be quenched, 


having obtained what they ſo long 


ie 
ſought for, and being once more 
united to their own light and love, 
will, I can ſay, blaze and ſpeak 
forth the praiſes of God their ſavi- 
our (who hath not forſaken them 
in their diſtreſs) in a flame of glo- 
ry, joy and bleſſedneſs to all eter- 


nities. Let him therefore, who 


thinks thathe may continue in fin, 
that grace may abound, think 
this alſo, that as he fins, ſo he 
muſt ſuffer ; fin and ſuffering be- 


ing inſeparably connected. No 


love nor omnipotence of God will 
keep him from ſuffering who hath 
ſinned. Nay, quite the reverſe, 
all recovery from ſin is by ſuffer- 
ing; therefore, the very God of 


love has repeatedly declared, that 


the only means for a fallen crea- 
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ture's recovery, is by cutting off 


every thing that is to us as our 


right hands, plucking out our 
right eyes, by a continval ſuffering, 
dying, and ſelf-denial: all which 
are ſuck grievous afflictions, that 
we ſee few who have reſolution 
enough to undergo them ; which 


made Jeſus ſay, Strait is the gate 


and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it. * This he alſo con- 
hrmed by his own example, when 


he took upon him part of our fal- 


len nature. He was a man of 


ſorrows and acquainted with grief; 


he was mocked, ſcourged, de- 
ſpiſed, ſpit upon, and crucified : 


thus the Captain of our ſalvation 


* Matt, vii. 14. 


( 103 ) 
was —_— perfect through ſuffer- 
ings ;* plainly ſhewing in exam- 
ple, what he had taught in pre- 


cept, viz. that the only way to 


redeem fallen nature, was by ſuf- 

fering. Hence the apoſtle Peter 
tells the converts to whom he 
writes ; that they were called to 
this very thing : for even hereun- 
to were ye called (faith he) be- 
cauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, 
leaving us an example that we 
ſhould. follow his ſteps. T And, 
ſaith Paul, if we ſuffer with him, 


we ſhall alſo reign with him: and 


none but ſuch as conquer by ſuf- 
ferings and die with him, can 


reign with him; for it is only he, 


that overcometh, that ſhall fit 


* Iſaiah Vii, # 1 Peter ii, 21, 
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down upon his throne, even as he 
overcame and fat down on his 
Father's throne. The victory of 


the one muſt be even as the victo- 


ry of the other: and no other 


way can that victory be obtained, 


but by ſuffering with him; for, If 
any man will come after me, let 


him deny himſelf, and take up his 
croſs daily, and follow me. * It 


is vain to think to find out an ea- 


fier way ; for he is the author of 


eternal falvation, to thoſe only 


that obey him. He then, who 


fins, in the nature and neceſſity 
of the thing, muſt ſuffer. And 


he who ſays, let us continue in fin 


that grace may abound, muſt con- 
tinue in ſuffering, before grace can 


* Luke ix. 23. 
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abound. This doctrine, there- 
fore, of Jelus Chriſt's ſubduing all 
things to himſelf, and making 

every knee bow to him, whether 
they be things in heaven, things 
in earth, or things under the 
earth;* of his being an all ſuffici- 
ent, all perfect, univerial Saviour, 
when rightly underſiood, is the 
molt powerful call to mortificati- 
on and ſelf-denial. Since it is not 

poſlible for us to enjoy . Jeſus Chriſt _ 
and his ſalvation, ſo long as. we 
continue in that ſpirit and temper 
which at firſt ſeparated us from 
them; and ſince, before ever we 
can enjoy them, we mult go 

through a degree of purifying 
ſufferings equal to the greatneſs of 


2 Philip, ii, x0. 
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our ſins; let us, therefore, be 
perſuaded, in time, to break off 
our ſins by righteouſneſs, to amend 
the evil of our doings, to enter 
heartily into mortification and 


ſelf-denial, and to renounce our 


love to the world and the things 
of it, which are our poiſon and 


death, and the root from whence 


all our ſorrows and miſery flow; 
becauſe God takes: no delight 


therein. Nay, he has even deter- 


mined to make us forſake it at 


- laſt, and that by greater degrees 
of ſuffering, according as our 


wickedneſs may increaſe; for 
every knee ſhall, at laſt, be 
made to bow to him, and every 
tongue ſhall confeſs Jeſus to be 
Lord, to the glory of God the 


ff 

Father, and the ſalvation of thoſe 
who are thus humbled, which no 
power, but that of the Holy Ghoſt, 
can accompliſh : for none can call 
Jeſus Lord, in truth and ſinceri- 
ty, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus God's works are all love; 
and ſalvation confiſts in abiding 
therein: miſery and pain proceed 
alone from our ſin, or forſaking 
that love. God's love therefore 

is as great to us, when ſinners, as 
when ſaints, and he no more in- 
flicts puniſhment on ſinners out of 
vengeance or vindictive wrath, 
than on ſaints. Here ſome, after 
all J have already ſaid, may ſtop 
me, and ſay, How doſt thou know 
this, ſince God hath no where 
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ſaid ſo? To whom I anſwer, he 


hath ſaid ſo, in theſe memorable 
words of the Prophet Jeremiah ii. 


19. Thine own wickedneſs ſhall 


correct thee, and thy backflidings 
ſhall reprove thee: know there- 
fore and ſee that it is an evil thing 


and a bitter, that thou haſt forſak- 


en the Lord thy God, and that 
his fear is not in thee. See here 
whence puniſhment ſprings, and 
be convinced. b 


At another time, in the laſt 


mentioned ſickneſs, I thought 
that I was all in white, and was 
taken by one, who was ſent to 
me as a guide, into a moſt beau- 


tiful place : as ſoon as I entered, 


I was an mage and achifft ; 


C 199 
but I was ſatisfied in a moment, 
and my ſoul cried out and ſaid, 
Who hath ſatisfied me ſo ſoon and 
with ſuch ſweet water? (which 
water I thought I had once drank 
of before) and I heard a voice 
anſwer and ſay, It is the Shepherd 
of the ſheep; bchold the ſheep 
running upon the green mountain; 
which ſight raviſhed my heart, 
and made my, foul leap for joy, 
and I ſaid, 1 hope I ſhall be with 
them by and by; whereupon there 
appeared a narrow path leading 
to the top of the mountain, and 
my guide, who was upon my 
right hand and clothed in white, 
ſaid unto me, that if T did not 
proceed forward with great care 


and a watchful eye, I might fall, 
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and ſo not arrive at the top of this 
glorious mountain. I alſo thought, 
that I faw a baſket upon the floor, 


with ſome of that which I was 


fed; and ſeeing a dog coming up 
to it, I ſaid to my guide, there is 
a dog coming up, and he will eat 
thereof. But my guide anſwer- 
ed, No; a dog cannot eat there- 
of. At another time, in the ſame 
illneſs, and the ſame guide being 


with me, I behetd a beautiful 


place, garniſhed with all manner 
of PRECIOUS STONES, and the 
light of the Son of glory ſhining 
in it, cauſed the ſtones to appear 


in exceeding brightneſs, a and al- 


ways illuminated; ſo that it had 


no need of the light of the ſun to 


ihine in it. I aſked my guide, | 


(a; 


and ſaid, What place is this? And 
he anſwered, This is the place 
where the ſouls of thoſe, who 
have followed the Lamb, dwell, 
after they have conquered upon 
earth. I ſaid unto my guide, Oh, 
that I might ſee ſome of them ! 
But I was permitted to ſee none, 
ſve my mother, who came out to 
And I ſaid unto her, What a 
b place chou dwelleſt in! I 
wiſh J could live here too. But ſhe 
laid unto me, Not now, but thou 
ſhalt come by and by, which gave 
me great joy. Theſe things I haye 
ſeen, whether in the body or out of 
the body, I cannot tell. Wherefore, 
i Thomas Say, do honour and 
praiſe and magnify the Gop of 
the WHOLE EARTH, Who is able 


a" 
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to relieve the DISTRESSED and 
AFFLICTED ſoul; and who, when 
our ſouls are at the greateſt dif- 
tance from him, and have the 
leaſt hope of his aid, doth ſtretch 
forth his arm and bring sALva- 
TION: who, when I was brought 


very low in body and mind, and 


ready to periſh through lack of 
knowledge, opened the fountains 
of his wiſdom to me, and ſhew- 


ed me the myfteries, in part, of 
nis kingdom; who ſent his angel 


to be my guide, and manifeſted 
his univerſal, omnipotent goodneſs 
to me; wherefore my ſoul is hum- 
bled in me,. and with gratitude 


aſk, What ſhall 1 render to the 


Lord, for all the benefits that he 


hath beſtowed on me. 


{ 223 }) 

Oh, that it were in my power 
to make a return of his love and 
grace to me, who deſerve no fa- 
vour at his hand! but not un- 
to us! but unto him, be the 
glory of all his ways! For it is 
his own goodneſs, that is the cauſe 
of all his various ways and diſpen- 
fations : therefore, I cannot think 
the days, that he hath: lent, or 
ipared me, can be better employ- 
ed, than in ſpreading the know- 
ledge of his univerſal goodneſs, 
and of the pernicious conſequen- 
ces of ſin; that thereby all may 
be brought to renounce their evil 
ways, and to turn unto the Lord, 
and taſte his goodneſs, for he will 
be merciful to them; and to our 
God, who will {pn tly pardom 

2 
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them, and all who forſake the 
evil, and cleave to the good. To 
the wicked there is no peace, faith 
my God (though he proclaims it 


to them, and good will to all 


men) becauſe they have forſaken 


the God of peace, and will not 


return to him, though he entreats 
them, with the tender affection 


of a Father, to turn to him, from 
whom they have departed. Let 


us then turn in heart to him, be- 
fore whom all our deſires are 
known, and from whom none of 
our ſecrets can be hid. 


God created man, and he 
watches over him, as a parent 


| a | 5 
over his beloved OFFSPRING. And 


when he tranſgreſſes his law, and 


„ 


will not walk in his ſtatutes, he 
corrects, entreats, and mourns 
over him; for, the Lord's portion 


is his people; Jacob is the lot 


of his inheritance.“ Wherefore, 
when you hear his voice, my 
Brethren, /peaking within you, 
give way to it, liſten and atten- 
tively obey it: for it means 10 
barm; it intends your endleſs peace, 
welfare and happineſs. Though 
it commands you to renounce 
your moſt darling affections, yet 
obey, for your life lies in obedi- 


ence; and though you loſe your 
life in obedience, yet you ſhall 


find it tenfold ; but if you diſobey, 
though you gain your life thereby, 
Vet ye ſhall loſe it; for the mouth 


Deut. xxxii. 9. 
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of the Lord hath fpoken it. Let 


not the croſs of Chriſt prove a 
ſtumbling block to any one, for it 
will deliver him from the bondage 
of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 
And in no other way can any ob- 
tain that liberty and eternal bliſs, 
than by a patient conformity to 
Chriſt and his ſufferings; for to 


every man is left a meaſure of 
{ſuffering to be endured by him, 


which if undergone with due re- 
ſignation, will deliver him from 
the power of the fleſh and blood, 

which cannot inherit the kingdom 


of heaven, by crucifying it with 


its affections and Juſts; and will 


fit him for the enjoyment of the 


divine fleſh and blood of our 


„ 
Lord and Saviour, which he gave 
for the life of the world, of 
which, if any man eat, he ſhall 
live for ever.“ Oh, bleſſed are 
they, who are crucified with 
Chriſt, and who live no more 
themſelves, but have the life of 
Jeſus Chriſt revealed in them. 


Their daily ſuffering, dying, and 


ſelf-denial have, at laſt, proved 
their life and ſalvation: they will 
enter into life, joy and peace, with 
Chriſt, their Lord and Captain. 
And becauſe they have followed 
him in the regeneration, he hath 


appointed them a kingdom, that 
they may eat and drink at his 


table, and reign kings and prieſts 


unto God and the Lamb, for ever 


* John vi. 51, 


4 18 } 


more. Many are the tribulations 
and ſufferings, both inward and 
outward, which await every one 
who will follow a Saviour, who 
himſelf was made perfect through 
ſufferings, but let not ſuch become 
weary and faint in their minds; 
for this ſuffering Saviour has over- 
come the world, and the prince 


thereof, and will go before them, 


making ſtraight the crooked paths. 
For ſuch he will break in pieces 


the gates of braſs, and cut in ſun- 


der the bars of iron; heavill give 
them the treaſures of darkneſs and 


hidden riches of ſecret places.“ He 


will alſo enlighten their minds 1n 


the knowledge of the myſteries of 
his kingdom; he willſhew them the 


» Ifalah xlv, 2, 3. 
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New Xjeruſalem, that beautiful ci- 


ty, coming down from heaven; 


and will open their ears, ſo as to 
hear the ſongs which are ſung un- 
to the Lord God and the Lamb. 
Theſe things did the Lord reveal 
unto me, in my ſufferings and 
death, turning my ſorrows into 
the joyful feelings of exalted bliſs ; 
and he will do ſo to every one, 
who patiently endures the croſs 
and deſpiſes the ſhame. Therefore, 
I reckon, that the ſufferings of this 


preſent time are not worthy to be 


compared with the glory, which 
ſhall be revealed in us.“ Here the 


old man of ſin, viz. the fleſh, willeth 


its luſtings, which delights in earth- 


* Rom, viii. 18. 


ly pleaſures and ſenſual delights, 


[i860 7} 


whoſe utmolt ambition is bodily 
eaſe, great wealth, honour and 
eſteem among men, and who 
muſt undergo a perfect death by 
the crols, will cry out with Ja- 
cob, upon another occaſion, All 
theſe things are againſt me; and 
will therefore ſpeak vehemently 
againſt this way, calling it dream- 
ing enthuſiaſm, moping hypochon- 
driaciſm, and what not. But 
a ſoul truly awakened to a deep 
feeling of its loſt and degenerated 
condition, and of the abſolute 
impoſſibility of enjoying real, ſub- 
ſtantial happineſs, without the de- 
ſtruction of the fleſh, will earneſt- 
ly beg, ſaying, Lord, let no fleſh- 
ly pleaſure, nor earthly enjoy- 
ment, rob me of my birth. I 


( zat '} 


am ready, with Moſes, to ſuffer 
affliction with the people of God, 


rather than enjoy the pleaſures of 


fin for a ſeaſon. Let others aſk 


what they pleaſe, I will ſeek thy 


face and favour, and though it 
coſt me my life, with all its en- 
joyments (as the upright follow- 
er of Chriſt doth ſay) I ſhall not 
{ell my blefling for them : there- 


fore, O Lord God, fix my heart 
on thee and goodneſs, which is 


the centre of all bliſs, perfection 


and happineſs ; and crucify the 


old man in me, ſo that as long as 
[ bear this body of clay, I may 
bear in it the marks of my Lord's 


ſufferings. And with the bleſſed 


_ apoſtle, let me joy in nothing but 
* Hebrews xi. 25. 
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the croſs of my Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt,* which let me feel 
as long as any ſeeds of ſin or 

death remain in me; for well 1 
know, that all theſe are not to be 
compared with the weight of glo- 
ry, which is reſerved in the hea- 
vens, for all thoſe who follow 
Chriſt, and are made pertect 
through ſufferings. Suffering in 
this life is the beſt of all bleſſings. 
Men are ready, on all occaſions, 
to bleſs God for bodily pleaſures, 
and worldly felicity; but few (too 
few) for ſuffering and diſtreſs ; 
and yet, happy and only happy 
is he whom the Lord afflicteth ; 
for whom the Lord loveth he 
chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every 


( 133: ) 


ſon whom he receiveth and to be 


without chaſtiſement, is to have 
the mark of baſtards, and not 


ſons. * Therefore, Bleſſed is the 


man whom the Lord chaſteneth, 
and teacheth out of his law, f for 
© he will give him ſtrength in the 
time of adverſity, ſo that he ſhall 
not fall with the uagodly. God, 


in his wiſdom and goodneſs, ap- 


points all, who ſeek his face in ſin- 
cerity, to tribulations, afflictions, 
injuries, perſecutions and death ; 


becauſe he knows, that there is no 


other way to deſtroy the luſt of 


the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and 


the pride of life, wherein conſiſts 


the man of fin and our fallen life, 
and to raiſe up in us, that life of 


faith, humility, patience, ſelf- 
* Hebrews xii, 6, 8. f Pſal. xciv. 12. 


( 124 ) 

denial, and charity, that rop-ſtone 
of goodneſs and perfection of bliſs ; 
tor Charity ſuffereth long, and is 
kind; charity envieth not; charity 
vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave itſelf unſeem- 
iy, ſeeketh not her own, is not 
eahly provoked, thinketh no evil; 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- | 
joiceth iu the truth; beareth all 
things, believeth all rhings, hop- 
eth all things, endureth all things. 
Charity never faileth.* And 
therefore it is the top-ſtone of all 
virtue, and the perfection of bliſs: 
for, when this perfection is come, 
then that which is in part fllall be 

done away; whether it be know- 
ledge, faith, hope, or any other 


* x Cor. xiti. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
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ſpiritual gifts. But this pearl of 
great price, is only to be dug out 
of the earth of our fallen nature, 
by the labour and ſweat of ſuffer- 
ing: for what man can love his 
enemies, who has none? or who 
can pray for them that perſecute 
him, while he enjoys peace from 
the world? In a word, who can 
be perfect as our Father in hea- 
ven is perfect (and who alone is 
the ſtandard of perfection) but 
he, who is kind to the evil and 

the good, and who poſſeſſes a 
heart as ready to heal the ear of a 
Malchus, his enemy, as to cure a 
Simeon's wife when ſick of a fe- 
ver, or raiſe a Lazarus, when four 
days dead? Suffering and dying 


with Chriſt is the only way to at- 
9 * 
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tain this ſpirit and temper, and 
therefore, the only thing we 
ſhovld long after, or pray for; 
yet, few can bear ſufferings pati- 
ently, when impoſed on them; 
fewer yet, who bleſs God for cauſ- 
ing them to ſuffer ; and feweſt of 
all, who long after, and rejoice 
in them: and therefore we may 
ſay, Strait is the gate, and narrow 


1s the way, which leadeth unto 


we and few there be that find 

* Few ſeek ſalvation, becauſe 
pang is the way to it, Sorrow 
alone makes the heart better, and 
yet few love it. Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Je- 
{us Chriſt, for he hath ordained 
ſorrow of heart and failing of 


* Matt. vii. 14. 


(_ 387 } 
eyes; weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth ;* even greater 
and more fevere plagues than any 
in this life, for thoſe who have 
proved too hard for the prefent 
afflictions, and whom the torrows 
of this world could not mollify, 
that thereby they might be made 
to ſeek after and enjoy that never 
ceaſing joy, which they drive ſo 
far froni them by their carnal de- 
lights, earthly gratifications, and 
the love of this world. This way 
of inward and outward ſufferings 
is very hard to beat, as we ſee in 
the caſe of Job, whoſe patience 
was ſo great, that though in one 
day he ſaw himfelt ſpoiled both 
of his children and fortune, yet, 


( 128 ) 


with unparalleled reſignation, in 
calmneſs; and ferenity of mind, 
he falls down and worſhips God, 
ſaying, The Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord :* yet, when 
the diſtreſs had advanced but a 
little farther, and laid hold on his. 
ſkin and fleſh, his patience fails 
him, and he no longer can hold 
out, under the load of calamities, 
but curſes the day 'of his birth, 
and condemns the hand which had 
dealt out this laſt blow, though 
he had bleſſed it for dealing out 
all the reſt: ſo hard a thing it is 
to bear the croſs in all its degrees, 
and ſo deeply muſt human nature 
ſuffer, before it can be thoroughly 


* Job iſt and 2d Chapters. 
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ſanctified. Whoever will deſire 
to be made partakers of eternal 
happineſs in the kingdom of hea- 
ven, muſt, above all things, prize, 
value, and long for a ſtate of ſuf- 
fering : he mult place his ſuffer- 
ings among his chiefeſt bleſſings, 
and be ready, when ſuffering, to 
ſay with ſuffering Job, What 
is man, that thou ſhouldeſt 
nn him; and that thou 
ſhouldeft viſit him every morn- 
ing, and try him every moment? 
For the more conſtant and ſevere 
our trials are, if we bear them 
patiently, the ſhorter will be our 
way to the kingdom of heaven; 
let us; therefore, in our ſuffer- 
ings, never fly to man for relief; _ 
or long” for a deliverance out of 
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ed that for which they were ſent, 
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them, until they have accomplifh-. 


but let us humble ourſelves under 
God and his goodneſs, being ful- 
ly aſſured, that all theſe things, 
when borne patiently, will land 
us in unfailing joy. 


Never are we in more danger, 
nor in a worſe condition, than 
when we enjoy outward peace 
and quietneſs, though we are ſo 


apt to ſeek after it. We muſt 


tread the paths of a ſuffering Sa- 
viour, in order to our being made 
perfect with him: he was de- 
ſpiſed and rejected of men, and 


{fo muſt we, if we will be his diſ- 


ciples; and therefore, when all 


is peace and quietneſs around us, 


( at ) 


to conclude that all is therefore 
well, is the greateſt deceit in the 
world; and to be anxious to pre- 
ſerve ourſelves in the good graces 
and eſteem of the world (except 
it be by walking .contrary to its 
maxims, cuſtoms d politics, as 
Chriſt did, and which will never 
preſerve the good-will of any ſo- 
ciety on earth) is only to lock our- 
{elves up the faſter in the arms of 
ſin and death. Jeſus Chriſt was re- 
jected of men, becauſe he was not a 
man of the world; he had neither 
worldly paſſions nor poſſeſſions ; 
and, therefore, would not wor- 
ſhip its prince, nor accept of his 
offered gifts, but renounced him 
and them; with a, Get thee hence 


( 132 ) 
ſatan, &c.“ He deſpiſed them, 
ö and walked through the territo- 
| ries of the devil, unhurt by any 

of his wiles or ſtratagems; there- 
fore, he was maltreated and bruiſ- 
ed by them, upon all occaſions. 
And he not on did ſo himſelf, but 
alſo taught and commanded the 
Iame to all that would become his 
18 diſciples, ſaying, Sell all that chou 
I} haſt, and diſtribute-unto the . 
| and thou ſhalt have treaſure 
| heaven: and come, follow 11 1 
This was the way he pointed out, 
to a youth whom he loved, and 
it is in vain to ſeek out an eaſier 
Way, for the one Lord and Savi- 
our has but one way of falvation. 
This is the doctrine of Jeſus, and 
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* Matt. iv.8, 9, 10. + Luke xvill. 22, 
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vet is that, , which has been, is, 
and ever will be, reckoned enthu- 
ſiaſm, demoniaciſm, and folly, by 
thoſe Who make tlie world and 
its wealth their ſummum bonum, 
notwithſtanding, they call them- 
{elves by the name of Jeſus. | But the 
life of Jeſus i is not ſeen by, or mani- 
ſeltedi in them, for he was a man of 
ſorrows and acquainted with grief; | 
he was oppreſſed and afflicted, n 
yet he opened not his mouth. 5 
This 1 is the patience of Jeſus, and 

muſt be the patience of ſuch ſaints, 
as will partake of the kingdom of 
Jeſus; 5 for out of theſe patient 
iufferings grows that poverty of 
ipirit, , which ſhall inherit the king- 
Jom of heaven. And they who 


endure ſuch ſufferiogs 1 in quiet re- 
M 


. 
ſignation to the will of God, are 


the poor and needy, who feek for 
water and there 18 none, and : 


their tongues fail for thirſt: yet 


the Lord will hear them; the 
God of Iſrael will not forſake 
them ; but he will open rivers in 


high places to them, and foun- 


tains in the midſt of the valleys, 
even the rivers of joy, which flow 
from the throne of God and the 
Lamb, as clear as chryſtal, for 


ever more. For thoſe needy 
mall not always be forgotten, 


and the expectation of ſuch Poor, 
mall not rr for ever. 


God does not beſtow any laſting 


bleſſing upon ſuch as are at eaſe, 
and enjoying the good things of 


( 2135 ) 


this world, without deſiring or 
feeling after a better; wherefore 
his call is to ſuch; but when he 
calls, it is, Come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt. To 
the man of.the world, this found 
of glad tidings of great joy, ap- 
pears only an idle tale, and 
not worth the attending to, and 
when the offer is made to ſuch, 
they make light of it, and go 
away, one to his farm, and ano- 
ther to his merchandize, with 
I pray thee have me excuſed. 
Their hearts are ſo much ſet up- 
on buying, and ſelling, and mak- 
ing gain, that no time is left, for 
them to reflect thus within them- 
elves, Why do I run thus after this 
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world? What will it profit me, 
though I gain the whole of it? 


My defires are growing faſter than 
my poſſeſſions, ſo that I ſhall ne- 


ver find happineſs in this way; 
beſides, yet a little while, and ] 


ſhall go the way where I ſhall not 


return, and. ſo leave all behind 
me. I ſhall one day dic; and if 
1die in my preſent condition, 1 
need no revelation to tell me, that 


I ſhall be miſerable; my own con- 
ſcience bears witneſs thereto : and 


the fears, ſuſpicious and awful 
forebodings of my heart, when- 


ever I think ſeriouſly upon death 


and eternity, promiſe nothing to 
me beyond the grave, but black- 


neſs, darkneſs and horror. For, 
though I may out- brave my re- 


( 89 3) 


buke, and mock at him, whe 
preaches religion to me; yet my 
oven heart condemns me, and fets 
nothing before me but the fearful] 
dread of impending ruin, as of- 
ten as I liſten quietly to its dic- 
tates; and which nothing but the 
hurry of buſineſs, and the noife of 
revelling, ſilences; and if I have 
ſuch a witneſs againſt myſelf, in 
my own boſom, how can I expect 
to eſcape? I dare appeal to any 
one, who hath had the higheſt 
expectations from the enjoyment of 
any earthly gratifications, whe- 
ther, in the enjoyment, he hath 
not found. himſelf diſappointed ; 
and if it be fo, is it not folly (to 
call it no worſe) to ſeek unto ſuch 


deceivers? Is there any among. 
M 2 
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the ſons of the merchants, who 
- hath ſet his heart upon ſilver, and 
been ſatisfied therewith? What 
man of pleaſure: hath ſpent only 
one year in his delights, without 
feeling a palled appetite or diſ- 
guſt? Who among you can ſee 
bimſelf ſlighted, or but even ne- 
glected in company, and not feel 
that uneaſy ſenſibility, re/entment ? 
Are you not often diſappointed in 
your expectations, and thereby 
unhappy? Will not a look of diſ- 
dain caſt upon you, throw you into 
a foment? Will not the ſight of a 
perſon, whom you diſlike, throw 
vou into diforder? And, laftly, 
when you have enjoyed all that 
your heart can wiſh of pleaſure, 
when. you. have revelled amidſt 


„ 


all the ſcenery of mirth and jolli- 
ty, have heard men- ſingers and 
women: ſingers, and taſted all the 
delights of the ſons of men, are 
you then happy? Now theſe things 
are partly what happen or may 
happen to you daily; and there- 
fore only look back and ſeriouſly 
conſider, and ſay, Are not the 
wiſe man's words true; Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity ? If theſe 
things are ſo, your way is not the 
way to happineſs; and therefore, 
no more brand them with the 
name of enthuſiaſts, who propoſe 
to you a more excellent happineſs, 
an happineſs quite of another na- 
ture, and ſhow you a more excel- 
lent way to arrive at it, viz. by 
renouncing all thoſe falſe plaa- 
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ſures, which, as your own expe- 
rience proves, do not carry peace 


in their own boſoms, and by be- 
ginning to feel your real wants 
and poverty, and by humbly ap- 
plying to him, who can ſatisfy to 
the full all the cravings of your 
immortal ſpirits. The truly wea- 
ry and heavy laden needs none of 
all theſe arguments to rouſe him 
into a ſerious attention to his utter 
want and neceſſity, and therefore 
feels an argument more powerful 
than all reaſons, to renounce all 
carthly pleaſures and ſenſual de- 
lights, and to deny all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in 


this preſent evil world, He needs 
no terrors of eternal damnation 


( 141 } 
to deter him from wickedneſs: 
for he knows and feels his ſen- 
cence in himſelf; as often as he 
does evil, which alone is ſufſicient 
to make him long after, and un- 
ceaſingly pray for, a complete 
redemption through Chriſt his 
Lord. This world and all that it 
affords are to him but droſs and 
dung, (that he may win Chriſt and 
his ſalvation) from the power of 
which, he ſongs as much to be de- 
livered as from any evil diſeaſe. 
He knows that the love of this 
world is poiſon to the ſoul, and 
that to live under its influences is 
to be ſeparated from God and 
goodneſs, life and happineſs; ; there- 
fore he ſhuns it, and every thing 
leading thereto, as he would ſhun 


call of God, whether inward or 
outward, to give up his . fleſh, 
with its affections and luſts, to 
be conſumed by the fire of God's 
jealouſy; which will laſt no Jong- 


fume; and which was ordained 
for that very end, vz. to deſtroy 
ſin and iniquity, to make an end 
of tranſgreſſion, and to bring in 


Forth in all the meekneſs of love 


commandmthts contained in our 
Lord's Sermon on the mount, 
which to many ſeem ſo hard, and 
are ſo much ridiculed by vain and 


( age ) 


death. He is ready, upon every 


er than it finds corruption to con- 


an everlaſting righteouſneſs: and 


and joy for ever more. All the 


ſenſual men, are to him eaſy and 


(42007 Ji 

delightful, | becauſe © in them he 
exerciſes that ſpirit of charity, 
which never faileth, and finds 
them powerful to deſtroy the do- 
minion of fin in hirn; he needs 
10 arguments to convince Or per- 
ade him, that it is his duty co let 
the man have his cloak, who has 
ſued him at che law and taken 
away his coar ; for he knows the 
love of ſuch things to be evil, and 
therefore, being withour affection 
:o them, he has no refentment 
againſt the man who thus deals 
by him ; neither has he any de- 
ire to recover the things, which 
are thus viotently taken away. 
Fo it is, and ever will be, not 
only an eternal truth, but a ſelf- 
evident one too, and what is 


borne witneſs . to. by; every. per-. 
ſon in the world, that no man 


ever reſented, but when he 
thought himſelf injured; nor ever 
grie ved the Joſs of any thing, but 


what he loved; or ſought. for 
the reſtitution of any thing which 
he diſregarded : therefore, when- 


ever we find an uneaſineſs for the 


loſs of any thing, or are offended 


with him, who is the cauſe there- 
of, it is becauſe we love it, and if 
it be either this world or any 
thing in it, the love of the Father 


is not in us; for no man can love 
God and Mammon at once, or 
ſerve both at the ſame time, if 


Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks truth, x 


LORD GOD of the righte- 
ous, before whom my ſoul 
is bowed, though unfit to appear 


in thy preſence, yet I have to ac» 
knowledge thy great love and re- 


ſtoring power, that thou, O Lord, 


haſt ſhowed unto me, thy unwor- 


thy ſervant, when I was under 
diſtreſs of mind, and walking on 
the barren mountains of profeſ- 


don, 4 and che deſolate hills, where 
N 


© - 
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my foul thirſted for water, and 
found none; and almoſt overcome 
by the many temptations that ſur- 
rounded me, even to that degree 
as to bring me, as it were, into 
the depth of ſorrows and diſtreſs 
of ſoul, ſeeking reſt and finding 
none, till thou, the God of all 
nations, and Father of all ſouls, 
ſhowedſt unto me, that thou mak- 
eſt the wilderneſs a pool of water, 
and the dry land ſprings of water, 
and openeſt rivers in high places 
and fountains in the midſt of the 
valleys, in which my thirſty tra- 
yelling foul found NONE: x y 


O Lord God, F ather of our 
Redeeming Love, Chriſt Jeſus, 
haſten the time, if it be thy holy 


( wp 7 


will, that the knowledge of thee, 
the God of the Chriſtian' s Sab- 
bath, may cover the earth, as the 


waters cover the ſea; and that 


all fouls that dwell in the pit, 
wherein is no water, may be re- 
freſhed, ſo that there may be no 
more pain, nor ſorrow, and all 
old things may be done away, 


and all things be wade new ; that 


every ſoul may be refreſhed by 
thy reſtoring and redeeming Love, 


created anew, and fitted to dwell 


in the celeſtial habitations, and re- 


ceive peace and univerſal enjoy- 
ments. | | 

O Lord, increaſe the number 
of thine eledt, and be near the 
ſouls that are under diſtreſs, ſor- 
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row and tribulation, and, being 
oppreſſed with fears, do water 
their pillows with tears of repent- 
ance; ſupport them, O Lord, I 
pray thee, and cauſe the enemy 
of their ſouls to flee from them ; 
give them comfort when it ſeem 
eth moſt convenient, and raiſe 

them to the {tate that is deſirable, | 
viz. a dwelling in Chriſt Jeſus, 
our Lord. Do thou, Great Je- 
hovah, arm us more and more 
with ſtrength to overcome ſatan, 
that roaring lion, who goeth about 
ſeeking whom he may devour; ſo 
that we may come to live in that 
ſupreme love, which knoweth no 
limits. O Lord, ſtrengthen the 
inward man, and give us comfort 
and hope, under the ſevereſt tri- 


— 
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als and tribulations that we are to 
go through. Waſh our robes in 


the blood of the Lamb, and make 


them clean. O Lord, open thou 


the windows of heaven, and pour 
water upon the thirſty ſouls, and | 


floods upon the dry ground; blot 


out our tranſgreſſions and remem- 


ber our ſins no more: and bring 


us to dwell in the celeſtial regions 
of divine light and love, and par- 
take of the joys of our Lord, who 
dwelleth in the higheſt heavens, 
and ſitterh upon the ſeat of judg- 


| ment. Cauſe miſery to paſs away, 


and the Wong ſuffering to have an 
end. . | | 9 | 0 | 


O Lord, ariſe, judge the earth, 


and put an end to ſin, and finiſn 


rere 9 
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tranſgreſſion; ſo that thou mayeſt 
complete what thou cameſt to do, 
and inherit all things; for thou 
gaveſt Adam a living foul, and 
placedſt him in paradiſe, to glo- 
rify d thee; and he and his offspring. 
through diſobedience to thy com- 
mands, fell from they, O Lord, 
the rack of our ſalvation, and 
fountain of all exiſtence, who fill- 
eſt all things. with thy preſence, 
and art glorious in all thy works. 
Haſten the time, if it be thy holy 
and divine will, to cauſe the fire 
of thy word to conſume all ſin; 
ſo that the ſouls of thy creation, 
mankind, may be redeemed, that 
thy glory. may ſhine in all thy 
works, and they brought to praiſe 
thee. O Lord, I pray thee, bring 


55 
us out of the land of Egypt, the . 
dark ſtate of nature; ſo that we 
may follow after thee, the rock 
of our ſalvation. Comfort Zion, 
and make her wafte places and 
her deſerts like the garden of the 
Lord, that joy and gladneſs may 
be found in her; ſo that thy fallen 
creation may be brought to the 
ſtate of holineſs from which they 
fell, and ever dwell in that foun- 
tain of light and redeeming love, 
and join the glorious company of 
angels, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, in pſalms and 
hymns, and melodious ſpiritual 


ſongs, to the Lord God and the 


Lamb, who is worthy both now 
and for ever more. Amen. 
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